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To the Worſhipful | 


E D WA RD LEE D s 
of Croxton, in the County of 


Cc anbridg, Es. 


- 


Honoured Sir, 


HE Senſe I have of the great | 
Danger our Religion is in 
from the fatal Degeneracy 
of the preſent Age, and o- 

ther ſad Appearances ; with 

the Importunity of ſeveral Friends, Mini- 

ſters, and private Chriſtians, have prevail'd 5 

with me to publiſh this plain Diſcourſe, 

and to venture its Fate in the World. The 

Subject of it is Seaſonable and Weighty; 

and in handling it, I have avoided all un- 

handſome Reflections on the one hand, and 

Flattery on the other ; and endeavour d to 

expreſs my Thoughts with ſuch Freedom 

and Sincerity, as becomes a Miniſter in 

Pleading the Cauſe of God; which, I hope, 

will not be offenſive to any that have a 

juſt Abhorrence of Sin, and that breaths 

alter a Reformation, 


Amo... 


I) he Aſſurance I have, Sir, that you are 


of this Number, has embolden d me to 
make this Addreſs to you. A Diſcourſe 
that treats of the Decay of Religion, and 
is deſign'd to awaken Men to a due Senſe 
eue may, with ſome ſhew of Juſtice, 
claim the Protection of fo great a Patron 
of it as yourſelf. Your Teal for God, 
your Concern for the Good of Mankind, 
and ſpecial Reſpec to ſuch as appear to 
be truly Serious and Godly ; your Fervour 
and Conſtancy in the daily Exerciſes of 
Religion; the ſingular Order and Govern- 
ment of your Family, and the whole Courſe 
of your Life, are ſtanding Evidences, that 


neither the Influence of a degenerate ſtupid 


Age, nor the Temptations that uſually at- 
tend Perſons of your Circumſtances, have 
any Power over you; to divert you from 

the ſtricteſt Rules of Piety, or engage you 
into any Practices unworthy of the Profeſ- 
ſion you make. SR 
Sir, I ſhall not offend your Modeſty, by. 
dilating upon thoſe eminent Virtues that 
render you ſo Bright a Pattern to thoſe of 
your Rank and Figure in the World: I 


am ſenſible ſuch an Attempt would be as 


contrary to y Our Difpolition, as the Subject : 
itſelf is above my Ability. En 


Your 


he ee Daene. 


Your liberal Contributions to all, or 
molt of the uſeful Funds new on foot ; 
your firm Adherence to the Diſſenting 
Qauſe, under all its Diſadvantages and 
Sufferings; the Temper and Moderation 
that appear in your Carriage to Perſons 
of a diftering Perſwaſion; yqur Care to 
propagate Religion among your Neigh- 
bours, not only by your Example, but by 
affording them, on your own Charge, the 
Advantage of a learned and regular Mini- 
try ; and your Bounty, in relieving the 
Neceſſities of the Poor, are fuch ſhining 
Inſtances of true Chriſtian Charity, as at- 
track the Eſteem of all, and captivate the 
Hearts of good People. 2 8 


This generous Conduct is made eaſy and 
delightful to you, by the Concurrence of 
your Excellent Conſort; and God's Appro- 


bation of it is remarkably Viſible, as in 


many other Tokens and Pledges of his Fa- 
vour, ſo particularly in that Succeſs which 
has followed your Joint-Care about the 

Education of your Children, and the pro- 
miſing Appearance there is, of their being 
ſerious Chriſtians and uſeful Subjects. 


This lays many Obligations upon you to 
perſevere in thoſe happy Meaſures which, 

vith fo much Steadineſs and Prudence, you 
have followed hitherto. 

£ | A 2 Men 


U 44 {] 


"7. 


Men ſeem reſolv'd that our Profeſſion, in 
ſo far as we Diſſent from the National ö 
Church as it is eſtabliſh'd by Law, ſhall not 
be attended with any Word! iy Honours, | 
Temporal Advantages or Immunities, that 
they can deprive us of, or keep from us. 
Whether this Policy will be for the good of 
the Nation in General, or whether it Tends 
to the Advantage of the Government, and 
the Security of the Reform'd Religion, 
that ſo many Thouſand Proteſtants, who 
are Men of as large Capacities, and of as 
undoubted Honeity as their Neighbours, 
ſhould, for Conſcience Sake, be render'd 
incapable to ſerve their Country in any 
Publick Station, is what 1 ſhall leave to 
others to enquire into. Time may come 
in which a contrary Policy will be deem'd 
more for the Publick Good, and more ber- 
coming the Spirit of Chriſtianity. But we 
have this Conſideration to {ſupport us, that 
however they may weaken and oppreſs us 
with Reſpect to outward Priviledges, and 
keep out Leading Men amongſt us from 
Sharing in the Miniſtration of Civil Affairs, 
yet they can't hinder us from Purſuing, in 
our Places, the main Ends of Life, the Glory 
of God, the Salvation of our own, and the 
Souls of others. Men may deny us their 
Favour and Countenance, but they can't 
exclude us from the Favour of God, or in- 
vade thofe Spiritual Bleffings purchas'd for 


us 


l 
n N 
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us by the Blood of Chriſt; His Covenant 
is Everlaſting, and the Mercies thereof ſe- 
cured beyond all poſſible Violation. 


Let this, Sir, be your Encouragement to 
go on in your Zeal for the Kingdom of God, 
and the Goſpel of his Son; and in 
ſtrengthning the Hands of thoſe who 


| ſuffer for the ſame glorious Cauſe ; which 1 88 


will procure double Honour unto you, 

in the Sight of God and Men, and be a 
ure Foundation for preſent Comfort, and 
. Happineſs. 


Sir, The Friendſhip herewith you are 
pleas'd to Honour me, and the Thoughts 
which, I know, you entertain of the grow- 
ing Corruptions of our Day (which are 
ſo inveterate and invincible, that nothing 
ſhort of an extraordinary Interpoſition of 
Divine Providence and Grace, can Recover 
the Truth and Power of Codlineſs, or 
prevent utter Ruin and Devaſtation) make 


me hope that the following Diſcourſe will 


not be altogether unacceptable to you, 
or at leaſt, tho' it ſhould not Anfwer 
your Expectation, that you wlll put a 
favourable Conſtruction upon the freedom 
U uſe in affixing your Name to it. | 


The Perſonal Favotirs: 1 from 
you, by ſome of which I have been put in 
A 


: 
* 
- | : 
1 
* 
L + 
4 
| 
1 
1 


e Deatcator). 


a Capacity of obliging others, in this Pub- 
lick Place, where Providence has caſt my 
Lot, and the Kindneſs which on all Occa- 


fions you are pleas'd to expreſs towards me, 


with the Reſpe& you ſhew to the People 

to whom I Miniſter in Holy Things, are 

ſucli ſenſible Obligations as call for the 
moſt grateful Acknowledgments, and would 
conclude me unworthy of them, if I did 
not imorace this firft publick Opportunity 


ro to teſti'y how much I am indebted to 


your n 


That God may diſtinguiſh and qualify 
you more and more to do him Service; 


preſerve His Covenant in your Houſe, and 
Multiply His Bleffings of al} Sorts upon 
your Perfon and Family, is che Prayer 
ö a 


Honoured Sir, 
be our 3 obliged and wet 
1 Servant, 


oN CUMMING. 


8.1 K. 


H O' the following Ser mon was preach'd be- 
BB fore the late happy Turn of Affairs, by which 
- God has. once more in 4 way of Sovereign 
Mercy, ſav'd theſe degenerate Nations, from the im- 
minent Dangers which threatned our Lives, Liberties 
and Religion; yet I think the Publication of it may ſtill 
be ſeaſonable, ſince the Reverend and Learned Author 
has not only fo well deſcribèd the general Corruption of 
our Times in Matters of Religion, &c. but has alſo 
\f plainly ſhew'd, and pathetically preſs'd us to the Exer- 
ciſe of thoſe Duties which ſuch a degenerate Age re- 
A = VV 
. It muſt be own'd by all Men who have any true Senſe 
of Religion, that our preſent Deliverance, inſtead of 
juſtifying a Remiſsneſs in the Practice of thoſe Duties, 
calls upon us aloud to redouble our Diligence. leſt a 
worſe evil befall us, than that from which we have been 
fo latefully and fo wonderfully deliver ec. 
I am alſo of Opinion, that what the Gentleman has 
fo well ſaid, to vindicate the Diſſenters from the Charge 
of Schiſm, will have its weight with ſober and religious 
Men of the Church of England, when they find his Ar- 
guments back'd with Quotations from ſome of the great- 
eff Men of their own Communion. . 


As mutual Love among Proteſtants, and forbearing 

one another in the leſſer things wherein they differ, is 
the Voice of God, fo it is of that great Prince, whom by 
his own immediate Hand he has brought to the Throne. 
That this is his Majeſty's Deſire, is evident from hu 
Moſt Gracious Declaration in Council, and from the 
whole Courſe of his Reign in his German Dominions, 

This gives us juſt Cauſe to hope, that Heaven deſigns 
him to be the Glorious Inſtrument of healing all our 
Breaches, and removing the Cauſes of our unhappy Di- 
— | — | viſions, 
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viſrons, as he has already confounded the Meaſures, and 
defeated the Hopes of our Enemies at home and abroad. 
And as the following Diſcourſe does earneſtly preſs us 
to do what is proper on our part, towards the Accompliſh- 
ment of that great and neceſſary Duty, I can't but think 
the Publication of it to be very ſeaſonable, at ſuch 4 
Jundture as this, when his Majeſty's Enemies make a 
Handle of our Differences in Matters of Religion, to 
_ diſturb his Government, as they formerly did to under- 
mine his Title. 35 5 5 
There's no Inconſiſtency betwixt a Man's being 2ea- 
lous for what he is fully perſwaded in his own Mind to 
be right, and his living in Charity and Peace with ſuch 
as he ſuppoſes to be miſtaken; eſpecial in ſuch a Caſe 
as ours, where the things in Controverſy, are own'd by 
the Impeſers, to be in their own Nature indifferent and 
alterable, as is plain by the Prefaces to the Book of Com- | 
mon Prayer, and the 34th Article of the Church. 
. And for thoſe Highflying Zealots, complain'd of by our 
Author, who hold the unbloody Sacrifice, the Real 
Preſence, Auricular Confeſſion, Sacerdotal Abſo- 
lution, and particularly thoſe who maintain the Ne- 
ceſſity of Epiſcopal Ordination, to the being of a 
Church, and the Salvation of Souls; their Doctrine 
is ſo direttly contrary to the 20th and 21ſt Articles of 
the Church of England, that they may juſtly be rec- 
kon'd Nonconformiſts, in Greater and more Weighty 
Points than Proteſtant Diſſenters of any Denomination, 
unleſs it be Quakers. FC 
This Sir is all that I think neceſſary to ſay by way of 
Preface to the following Sermon, which J doubt not will 
vouch for itſelf, to every judicious and impartial Read- 
er. Nor ſhould I have preſum'd to thruſt my Sickle ſo 
far into another Man's Harveſt, but in Compliance 
with the Reverend Author and your ſelf, I am 


„ + ve 


Yours, Ge. 5 


The General Corruptions and Defeftion of the 


Preſent Times, as to Matters of Religion ; 
With other 1 breat ning S — Kc. 9 55 


Conſider'd in a 


DI SCOUR 8 E | 


Preach'd at | 
NEWPO k1- PAGNEL, 
In che County of Bucks, 


Ju the 14th, 17 14. 


BEFORE AN 


A ÿociation of Diners: 


Wherein are laid down, 
The DUTIES that are immediately incumbent upon 
Chriſtians, with reſpect to the Preſent State of 
Religion among us; 


With an AppRESs to Diſſenting 1 Miniſters 5 


CONTAINING 
A Brief Vindication of Proteſtant Difſenters from the Charge 
of SCHISM, occaſion'd by the BI L. L. for preventing 
he Growth of Schiſm, 


— A 


Tull il d at the Requeſt c N the iter; ; with ſome Eigene. 


By 70 N CUMMING, M. A. 
| Miniſter of the Goſpel at Cambridge. : 


Non ſine « Moleſtia & Faſidio viderunt Oculi Mei eos qui claudunt 
Oculos ad ſtatuta tua ne videant, nedum ut ſervent, Nec veritus 
ſum eorum furoreni adverſus me provocare z verbi tui contra eos cau- 
ſam ES. Rivet. in Pfal. 119. v. 158. Tom. 2. | 


LONDO v. Printed by R. Tookey, for S. Popping at the Black 
Raven in Pater-Noſfter-Row ; and Sold by the mm of 
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"Phan XI. 1 


Eg Lord, for the Gali Manceaſeth i 
. | For the Fa fail from _ the Cotaren 


of Me 


A r 1s the general Opinion of 888 that 


this Pſalm was compoſed upon the Occaſion of the 

great Degeneracy of Iſrael, under Saul's ill Go- 

vernment, and his Perſecution of David, with thoſe 
who contended for his Succeſſion to the Crown, about 
the Time in which he was betrayed by Doeg the Egomite, 
Two Things the Pſalmiſt ſeems to complain of, viz. The 
great Degeneracy and Apoſtacy of a Profeſſing People; 
and the Sufferings of ſuch as were truly Godly, thro? the 
Male-Adminiftration ot wicked Men, who were preferr'd 
to great Power and Authority in Saul's Court: For 
uch was the Impiety of that King, after his firſt 
Miſmanagement in Sparing the Amalakite, whom God a | 
had deſtin'd to Deſtruction, that he became a cruel 
Perſecutor of God's People, and a Patron of the 
JV. _ Men, whom He ae to Places of the Higheſt 


-_ Truſt 


ql 
i 
| 
= | 
| 
MM 
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n 


Truſt and Digvity, as we have intimated to us in tlie. 


Context, * 5 7 
Nothing could be expected from ſuch an Adminiſtra- 


tion, but the Reverſe of a good Government, the 


Encouragement of Evil Doers, and the Oppreſſion of 
them that did well. 1 This is what the Royal Pſalmiſt 
Reſents, and Deprecates in the Mournful Strain of my 
Text. Help Lord, for the Godly Man ceaſeth, = 


In the Words we have a Tetition, with an Argument to 


_ enforce it, | 


Help Lord; or, * ſave, O Jehovah. It is taken largely 
for all Manner of Help and Salvation, Salutem prefta, 


it implies Support and Deliverance from Danger; 4. d. 


preſcrve a Church and People unto thyſelf, in thoſe 


troublous Times, wherein the Godly fail thro' the a- 


Petition is abſolute, || without any Limitation of the 


 _ » Þor the Godly Man ceaſeth; F the Merciful and Chari- 
table Man is wanting; there is a Scarcity of ſuch 
Men, they are oppreſs'd and kept under. The Word in 

the Hebrew is elſewhere tranſlated by Come, one belov'd 


Fal. 86. 
2 


"Time, Place, or Manner of the Deliverance prayed for, 
all which he leaves to the Wiſdom of God to appoint. 
The Argument wherewith he quickens his Requeſt, 


ſhews how ſeaſonable it is at this Time. 


of God, and devoted unto him; - - quem Deus vera S 


& amore complectitur, &c. Thus thoſe whom God adopted 

into his Covenant, and who were eminently devoted to 

his Fear, were grievouſly afflicted by Saul, and his wicked |, 
Miniſters, who ſuited their Conduct to the Luſts of 
J %%% rs ne 


+ Continet hic Pſalmus triſtem querelam, quod paſſim op- 
preſis bonis, & ad exiguum numerum redadis, homines mali 


Es ſcelerati, mendaces, fraudulenti, bypocrita & tyraum 


ad dignitates ſummas evehantur, & paſſim pro ſua hbidine 5 


dominentur, cum injuria & oppreſſione juſtorum. Deinde 
addit precationem, qua divinam ultionem & inter itum 


omnibus ſceleratis imprecatur : & ſimul pios & aſflictos 
conſolatur, ut certo ſtatuant ſe defendi a Deo, ne a mali 
FProrſus opprimantur aut deleantur, ——— _ 


— Etfi autem weriſmile eſt Davidem in primis notare 


i tempus quo Saul crudeliter & ſuperbe dominabatur 
zn populos Dei, tunc enim peſſimi quique & ſceleratiſimi 


erant apud eum in bhonore & digntate, & boni warns 
injuriis premebantur, (qualis enim eſt Rex, tales etiam 
Babet Miniſtros) tamen Halmus ad omnia tempora, & pra- 


cipue ad hoc ult imum tempus, in quod nos incidimus, aceomo- 
_ dari debet, &o. Moller. Argument. in loc. . 


ih Mr, inf worth, 1k Pool, Synop. 7 Cat, in loc, ö 


— "Is — CIS * . 
Coe CREST 


| bounding of Iniquity and Tyranny of Evil Men, The _ 
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He faithful fail 3 t Men of Integrity and Truth, who 
keep Leagues and Promiſes. David complains of Saul 
and his Servants, as void not only of Piety towards 
God, but of common Honeſty and Sincerity in their 
Words and Dealings with Men, as in v. 2. They pro- 


feſſed one Thing, and aded another, wih flattermg Lips, 


and with a double Heart do they ſpeak: They promiſed 
reat Kindneſs to him, but made no Conſcience of 
iolating the . moſt Sacred Engagements. The Word 


1 faithful] may alſo denote Believers in a ſtri& Senſe, or 


ſuch as adhered to the Purity of Worſhip and Truth of 


Doctrine: And ſo the Pſalnift bewails the Degeneracy * 
and Corruptions of the Age in which he Jiv'd||; and 2. 
that thoſe who contended tor the Truth and Ordinances 

of God were few in Number, and under many Diſad- 


vantages. = | | 35 . 
Ihe Text will admit of this Paraphraſe, 
O Lord, Saul and his bloody Inſtruments have con- 


triv'd our Ruin; we are afflicted and perſecuted, at once 
driven from our Habitations and Thy Sanctuary, violent- 


Iy and treacherouſly depriv'd of our Civil and Religious 


Rights; all Mercy and Humanity itſelf is loſt, there 
is no Truth in Mens Words or Actions: Help Lord 
(thou that dwelleſt between the Cherubims, ſhine torth,) P 
neither Saul nor his Courtiers will Help us, and others that x. 


would, cannot Help; therefore it is a fit Seaſon for 
Thee to appear on our Side: The Godly ceaſe, the 


Faithful fail, and Iniquity aboundeth, (unleſs Thou, O 
Lord of Hoſts, preſerve unto us a Remnant, we ſpall be Iſa. 1. 9. 
as Sodom, and we ſhall become like unto Gomorrah,) if | 
' Thou fave not, ſuch is the Subtilty and Rage, and fo 
| Threatning the Growing Number and Power of our 
Adverſaries, that we muſt be ſwallowed up. 


The Words thus opened, do Point out, I. A Spe- 


cial Seaſon for Humiliation and Prayer: When there 
is a viſible decay of true Godlineſs, and Natural 
and Moral Cauſes threaten a Storm nigh at Hand ; 


when the faithful fail, and the wicked are encreaſed, 
in the Day of the Church's Calamity and Fears, then 


It is ſeaſonable to Mourn before the Lord, and cry 
mightly unto him, that he may advance his Kingdom, 


revive his Work, put a ſtop to the Encreaſe, Power and 

age of the Ungodiy, and prote& his People from the 
ults of unreaſonable and —_— Men, '* 

II. That God is the only 


God includes a Renouncing of all other Saviours. Tho! 


+ Homines Veraces, Integri, ſervantes paftorum, Moller. in 


Sc. I Vatablus, 


2 
1 efuge of the afflicted 3. 2 
in their Diſtreſs: The Halmiſts earneſt Application unto ?* 


B 2 „ David 


Iſa 26. 


Cal. 80. 


2 Theſ. | 


— — 


—— 


Sheild or Sword, from humane Power or Policy, but from 
God only. Who but the Lord can check the Courſe of 
the numerous ungodly ? Who but He can give Lite or 
Hope, when, as the Prophet complains, The Ig90d Man 1s 
periſhed out of the Earth, and there is none upright among 
Men; they hunt every Man his Brother with a Net——— The 
great Man he uttereth his Miſchievous Deſire — the beſt of 
them is as a Brier, and the moſt upright is ſharper than 


_ a Thorn? In ſuch a Day of Viſitation and peiplexity, the 
Lord is the only Sanctuary of his People, and their 
| ſtrong Rock to fly unto: Therefore J will look unto the 
Lord, I will wait for the God of my Salvation, my God will 


From the Scope of the Words thus oonſider d, we may 1 | 


obſerve, | . 
That it is a ſeaſonable and ſpecial Duty of ſuch as are truly 
Godiy, in Times of general Defe#ion and Publick Danger, 


David was a Man of War, and at the Head of an Army, 1 
pet he does not promiſe himſelf any Deliverance from 


"oy 


fr 
( 
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when they ſee the encreaſe of Sin, and decay of Relig ion, * 


zo entertain a mournful Senſe of God's Diſbonour, and 
the Calamities of his People ; and to ſet themſelves, by all 
lawful Means, eſpecially earneſt Prayer and wreſtling with © 
God, for his Help and Salvation, againſt the Torrent of 


growing Evils. 


I hall illuſtrate this Propoſition, by taking the tollow- 


ing Heads under Conſideration. 


I. I hall aſſign ſome Symptoms of the Time 6 pointed E 


| | 
II. Shew the Neceſſity of the Lord's immediate Help and 
Salvation at ſuch a Time, %%%ͤ;œ ]], 
III. Conſider the Duty of thoſe who are truly Godly, 
in that Caſe. „„ 


IV. Conclude with ſome ſutable Application of this 


Diſcourſe, adapting the whole to the Evils of our 
Day, as the Matter will bear. e 


I. I am to aſſign ſome Symptoms af the Time pointed at. 


It is not to be expected that I ſhould be ſo expreſs 


and particular in mentioning all the Inſtances that prove 


the Growth of Impiety, and Decay of ſerious God- 


lineſs, c. as the Subject may poſſibly admit of: I ſhall 


Offer a few Things to Conſideration, as Time will allow, 


which thoſe who are willing may improve upon. 
And the firſt Sympiom I ſhall aſſign of ſuch a time, is, 


0 


* 


2 


1. When the Wicked prevail, Sittout an effeFual Curb 


of Providence to Reſlrain their Kage and Hatred againſt the 


Godly * 5 : : 
That is a Seaſon for the Diſcovery of the Spite and Crus 


elty of the Enemies of true Religion, againſt the Profeſſors 


thereof, I mean ſuch as are ſiri#ly ſo: Nor will they be 
backward to imbrace all Opportunities that ſeem to fa- 


9 


Principles, Inclinations, Ways, and Tendencies, are as op- 
poſite and contradictory, as Light and Darkneſs, Good 


and Evil, Fl and Spirit T. This Hatred, I ſay, is ir- Rom. 
reconcilable, however prudential Conſiderations, want of 8. 5. 
Power, or Other Arguments may reſtrain it for a Seaſon : 


Such is the Nature or wicked Men, that it is a Violence to 
their Tempers and Conſtitutions to be kept from perſecut- 
ing the Righteous, the Conſideration of whoſe Ways does 


often Gall their Conſciences, and raiſe ſuch Tumults with- 
in them, as break out into Revenge againſt thoſe whoſe 


Strineſs and Purity are ſuch a Reproach unto them: 


4 When they can do no other, they will Gua upon them 
wit / their Teeth, ſuch is their Indignation ! but it their 


Chain be lenpthen'd, they proceed to greater Severities, 
and Draw out the Sword, and bend their Bow, to caſt down 
the Poor and Needy, and to flay ſuch as be of upright Con- 


verſat ion. Pſal. 37. 12, 14. 


Thoſe wrathful Adverſaries are of the ſame Spirit with 
him that goes about as a roaring Lyon, ſeeking whom he may 
devour, They are reſtleſs, and cannot ceaſe to do Evil; 
they tempt, flatter, accuſe and deſtroy : they wallow, 


not only in the Mire of their own Luſts, but, as they 
| have Opportunity, in the Blood of the Innocent. 


Ihe natural Conſequence hereof, is the Encreaſe of Sin. 


The Wicked can't ſhew the Malignancy of their Spirits, 


but by ſuch Practices as are in themſelves Evil, diſho- 
nourable unto God, and hurtful to nis People, Beſides, 
this has a fatal Influence upon many carnal Profeſſors : 


When Tribulation or Perſecution ariſeth becauſe of the Word, Mat, 
they are offended, and carried down the Stream, Eſpecial zx, 


Iy, if ſuch as ſet themſelves to oppoſe Religion, be Men 
that formerly made a SHew of it, They will draw many 


by their Example that are not well grounded, and, like 


Julian, perſecute others with the utmoſt Fury. Whgn 


1 the enraged Enemy ftirreth up Wrath on one fide, and 
temporiſing, worldly Men betray the Cauſe of God on 
8 the other, ſuch as are truly conſcientious ate expoſed 


On all hands to the greateſt Sufferings ; and accordin 


to every Step they take, Iniquity will abound, and ſub- 


Rantial Godlineſs be every where ſuppreſt. | 
| CES mat II. When 


vour their bloody Deſigns. The old Enmity is implaca- Gen.3.15 
ble: They that are born after the Fleſh, will perſecute Thyſe. 
that are horn after the Spirit; and no wonder, when their Gal.4.29. 
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IT. When corruption of Manners and groſs Immorali- - 
ties become common and harefac'd, and few have Zeal and 
Faithfulneſs to oppoſe prevailing Vice. 5 N 

The Nature of Man ſince the Apoſtacy, is of itſelf big 
with all the Seeds and Principles of Rebellion and Diſ- 
Gen & 8. obedience againſt God; the Imagination of the Heart of Man is 
en. Os 5 evil, and on'y evil, continually. But when this Innate Corrup- 
| tion receives an acceflion of Strength, and Fewel, by 
* the multitude of Examples; when Sin is openly encou- 
nt raged and rewarded by ſome, connived at by others, and 
| . diſcountenanced by few, or none whoſe Indignation a: 
3 gainſt Sin can be a Terror to Evil-doers then it (ſpreads |» 
i 2s Hemlock in the Furrows of the Field, and breaks _ 
| out, like an impetuous Torrent, or an overflowing De- 
luge. And thoſe few, who, in their mean Capacities, 
dare ſet themſelves againſt the Stream, are overpower'd 
by the united Force of the Sons of Belial, the growing 
i Number of bold and open Sinnes. _ 
"30 I g)his is what the Pſalmift complains of in the Context, 
3 and one of the Arguments whereby he ſtirs up himſelt 
1 Pal. 12.8. t Prayer: The Wicked walk on every fide, they fill all 
it Flaces, and Corners of the Land; and he aſſigns this as 
|; the Reaſon, becauſe the vileſt Men were exalted. They © 
ſinned without Fear, becauſe without Controul. This 
will always be the Effect, when the profane ſcurritous 
Enemies of Godlineſs are encouraged. | tf. 
We haveReaſon to be Thanktul to God, and Reſpekt- =» 
| ful to our Governours, for the Excellent Laws that are 
* in force to Reſtrain open Immoralities; which, if duly 
eee.kxecuted according to the Intention of them, would be 
of ſingular Uſe, to check that Exceſs of Riot, which all 
good Men complain of. 3 5 
But notwithſtanding all the Laudable Endeavours of 
our Rulers, and of others in Subordination to them; 
Tho' many Excellent and Worthy Perſons have form'd 
themſ-lves into Regular Societies, under the Protection of 
the Government, that they might with greater Advan- 
tage promote the Glorious Cauſe of the Reformation of 
Manners, and ſet up their Standard againſt the Works of 
the Devil, yet alas, the Wickedneſs of the Wicked is far from 
being come to an end. n 8 
The moſt crimſon Sins are eommon amongſt us, and 
the moſt holy Commands of God contemptuoufiy vio- 
Jated : The Eternal Dictates of the Law of Nature give 
place to the groſſeſt Debaucheries and Exceſſes, and the 
more Sacred Rights of the Goſpel are broken thro", and 
treated as contemptible, in ſuch a manner as is horrible to 
K n er the er 3 _ * 1 1 
N erjury, Pride, Lying, Cavetouſneſs, Oppreſſion, Luxury, Laſcivi® 
þ _ onſneſs, Revellings, and that trequently on the — | 
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F 7 | 
Exceſt of Wine, and other Fruits of the Fleſb, that ought Gal. . 
not to be named among Men profeſſing Chriſtianity ! 19,20, 2 
Men may be as Riotous and Licentious as they pleaſe, 


8 profane the Name, Sabbaths, and Ordinances of God with 
„ unhallowed Lips, and foul Practices, indulge themſelves 
OY in Drunkenneſs and other Luſts without Shame or Re- 
b. proof. Yea, the Corruption is riſen to ſuch an high 


| r 

1 Be among ſome, that it is matter of Obloquy for 

q gan to appear Sober and Virtuous. 5 

d Theſe are not the Spots of meaner Perſons only, but 

i of many whoſe Example is more contagious ; —There- Jer.5. 4. 

1 Fore I ſaid, Surely oy” are poor, they are fooliſw; they are * 
5 Perſons of the baſeſt Rank and Education that are ſo 

oy Atheiſtical and Profane; for they know not the way of the 

„ _ Lord: I will get me to the Great Men, perhaps it is Other- 

d | wiſe with them, the Piet and Rulers, who have a brigh- 

5 ter Education, and greater Opportunities to conſider 

„ things, whoſe Station and Charatter ſhould oblige them 

2 do ſtudy the Vay of the Lord, and the Judgment of their 

1 God But, ſaith the Prophet, theſe have altogether broken 
be Yoke, and burſt the Bands, They have laid the Reins 


upon the Neck of Luft, and no Law of God is able to 
4 4 hold them! | a 
III. It argues a great Degeneracy, when the Spring and 


Keule of true Holineſs, the Grace and Truth of the Goſ- 

2 pel, are 1 denyed or depraved, falſe Doctrine in- 

Auſtriouſly propagated, and Men content themſelves 

vwith a Form of Godliueſs without the Power theroo f. 

It is the fingular Glory of the Goſpel, that it contains | 

de Truth according F to Godlineſs : It not only declares Tit. 1. 1. 

what true Godlineſs is, (which, we are aſſured from | 

Scripture, Moral Philoſophy could never diſcover, for the x Cor. 

22 by Wiſdom knew not God, who is the Olject and End x, 22 

of Gadlineſs) but engenerates the ſame in them that em- 

brace it; for Godlineſs is nothing elſe but the Realizing 

of the Goſpel in Mens Souls, or a Moulding them into | 

its Likeneſs. And, whatever Pretences Men may make 2 Cor. 

to Virtue and Morality, yet they have not the leaſt De- 3. 18. 

ou: of true Holineſs, but as they may have it from the 
pirit of God, according to that Grace and Truth which oh, 1.19, 

came by Jeſis Chrift. To deny this, is to put Chriſtianity 

upon a Level with Paganiſm, or any other Religion 1n the 

World ; which too many are apt to do. And as God- 

lineſs is limited hereunto, ſo the Effect of Goſpel Truth 

in them that are ſaved, is, to San&ify their Hearts and 

Reform their Lives, or, in the Words of Chriſt from 

Heaven, to open their Eyes, and turn them from Darkneſs to Act. 26. 18 


+ lr. 1 


t απνν˙ue. 


SO @ 


— »*— — — 4 


len. 


9 * 


TH 
. 
1 

1 

111 

BI 

| : 

or 
4! 


1 
is 
1 

| 


10. 5 0 


— — - — 


L 8 


Light, and from the Power of Satan unto God, Where-even 
it prevail'd in the World, in its Evidence and Power, 


the glorious Light (caticred the thick Darkneſs, and in 


OPTION to the Degrees of Knowledge, ſuch were the f 


| Meaiures uf Holineſs, Dagon could not ſtand before 
1 Theil. the Ark of God; all Idols tell before it, Truth and Grace, 


1.9. Peace and Righteouſneſs, Love and Order ſucceeded. 


- Theſe being the Fruits ot the Goſpel in them that be- 


lieve, the ſcornful Contempt of fo Rich a Treaſure, the 


moſt aſtoniſhing Gift of Divine Grace to fintul Men, 


Acts 13. mult inter the Deepeſt Guilt, and entail upon the De- 
41. ſpiſers, the moſt Dreadiul Vengeance: Sinners may Ap=- 
Joh. 8. 13. peal from the Law, to the Goſpel, which makes us free 


© from Sin, and the Law as to its condemning Power; but 


of Mercy or Pardon. Heb, 2.3. Ch. 10. 28, 29. i 
And is not this the Bane of our Times? Were the 


Fundamentals of Chriſtianity ever ſo much oppoſed, 


perverted, and deprav'd, as they are now, by a Genera- 
tion of Men, who make their own acy10po; the Rule of 
all Truth, and by vain Reaſonings, exalt themſelves a- 
gainſt the Knowledge of God. Theſe Men ſeem to bein a 


Þ +: 3 


Jud. 3. Combination to overthrow the Faith which was once deli- 


ver d to the Saints, and to introduce a new Religion, more 
adapted to their own Imcgmations, 
Their proud Maxim, is, That they are bound to be- 


lieve Nothing of which they have not a diſtindt Idea, that 
is, which they cannot comprehend : Tho the matter be 


Rom. 8.2, Thoſe who trample under foot the Blood of the Covenant, 
| and reckon it a common thing, and do deſpite unto the dpirit 
e Grace, are in great Danger of Outſinning all Promiſes 


diiſtinctly revealed, and nothing 15 propoſed that implies 


a plain Contradition, yet, if it be above the reach of 


their Thoughts to conceive the manner of it, if it ſuit, 


not with their Notion of things, it is nothing to them 
they will not believe it. They underſtand not what the 


Anoſtle means, wien he talks of bringing every Thought 
into Captivity to the Obedience of Chriſt, or the Belief of. 
his Doctrines: They can ſooner conſent to that Stoieal 
Rule, 10 Think and AZ according to Nature T. But this is 


the way to baniſh all Faith out of the World, and to 


bring in an univerſal Scepticiſn. Our Faculties are li- 

mited, and can't comprebend the common Objects in 

Nature, far leſs the deep Things of God: Beſides, our Minds 

. are darkened, and defiled by Sin and Error, which renders 
* 1 Cor. them unfit to conceive of Siritual Things * until they axe 
a. 14. purg'd and clarity'd, A due Senſe of this might con- 
vince us, that Objects of Faith are not to be ſubjected to 

the Model of Gur Underſtandings, but to be meaſur'd by 
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tte Word of God. It is ſufficient to challenge our A- 


ſent to any Doctrine, how ſublime ſoever, or exalted a- 


bove our Reaſon, or ſeemingly contrary to our Notions, 


that it be plainly Revealed of God, who, we are ſure, 
cannot deceive us. We muſt diſtinguiſh between Articles 


of Faith, that are to be believed upon the Authority and 
| Veracity of God, and Objects of Science, which fall un- 


der the Diſquiſition of our own Faculties, or humane 
Obſervations. And indeed, this is one cauſe of Mens 


- Infidelity with reſpe& to the Myſteries of our Religion, 


They confound Faith and Reaſon, and place no Specifi- 


cal Difference between them; they make the Former to 


be the meer reſult of the Latter. But this is nat that 


Faith which Saves: We are told, tht Faith is the Gift of 


God *, and the Operation of God in Mens Souls ; It is 
reckon'd among the Fruits of the Spirit ; an exceeding 
Greatneſs of Power f is put forth in working the Faith ot 
Jeſus in our Hearts, and removing all Prejudices againſt 


the Goſpel; And God fulfils in us the Work of Faith with 


Power ; All which lotty Expreſſions, with others of the 


| like Nature, would be ſo many Abſurdities, if that Faith _ 


which God requires, was the meer Effect of our own Ra- 


, tiocinations, or to be regulated by them. 


But ſome ſeem reſolv'd to caſt off all Reveal'd Reli- 
gion, rather than honour God with their Uaderſtandings, 
by ſubmitting their beloved Ideas (for that's the charm- 
ing Word) to his Revelation. Hence, the Age ſwarms 
with Falſe Teachers and Seducers, who openly (for they are 
grown ſo impudent) bring in Dammable Hereſies (a), 


Truth is evil ſpoken of. „„ | 
Socinianiſm and Arianiſm threaten to lay the Ax to the 
Root of Chriſtianity : Not only the 41mian Errors, 
but even the vile Texts of Frlagius are the only Notions 
now in Vogue. The Do&rines of Election and Predeſti- 


nation, of Original Sin, the Depravation of Man's Na- 


ture, the Satisfaction of Chriſt, Juſtification by Imputed 
Righteouſneſs, the Work and Office of the Spirit, in 
Regeneration and Sanctification; the neceſſity of Pra- 
deſtinating Grace, Man's Diſability to Convert himſelf, 
the Perſeverance of the Saints, and other great Truths 
of the Goſpel, that are founded upon, or flow from 
Theſe, are not only generally exploded as Irrational, but 
profanely Banter'd, and Laugh'd at as Ridiculous ; and 
that by thoſe who ſubſcribe ex animo to the XXXIX Articles, 
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exiliales. 


"a as 


2 Pet. 25 
and many follow their pernicious Ways, by reaſon of whom the 1, 2. 


coke W.-H 
as Articles of Faith“, in which all thefe Points are ei- 
ther expreſly f aſſerted, or plainly included, and the op- 1 
poſite Principles condemned. Theſe Men deal with their 

Subſcriptions, as ſome Men are ſaid to do with their 

Oaths to the Government, they ſwear againſt Principle, 
and to make amends for their Perjury, act in direct Con- 
t radiction to their Oaths. e 
Alas! whither ſhall we cauſe our Shame to go? or, 
{hall we draw a Veil over thoſe impious Errors, that are 

propagated with ſuch horrid Prevarication ? But if we 
{howuld, what will it fignify ? Will a fintul cowardly Si- 
lence make us leſs obnoxious to the Reſentment of a 

provoked God? No wonder that Atheiſm and Deiſm pre- 
vail to ſuch a high degree in this Kingdom, when thoſe. 

! whoſe Lips ſhould teach Knowledge, lay ſuch Stumbling- 

1908 blocks 1n Mens Way, and declare themſelves Scepticks as 
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Ii to the very Articles of their Creed, yea, openly renounce 
hh hoſe unto which they ſolemnly Subſcribe. Revealed Re- 
10 ligion is come to ſuch a paſs, that Men know not where 
0 to fix, as to Points of Faith, or how to diſtinguiſn He- 
an rey from ſound Doctrine: Every thing of that Nature is 
200i no precarious and undetermin'd, and nothing certain + 
0 but Rites and Ceremonies, and ſuch Inventions of Men as 
N are moſt ſuited to advance the carnal Intereſts of tke 
= Promoters of them. Hence ſo many are tempted not 
10 only to deſpiſe the Miniſtry, but deny the Scriptures, 
0 on upon Chriſtianity itſelf as the Effect of Prieſt- þ 
100 Craft. | WET: 5 _— 
10 - This general Apoſtacy from the Doctrines of the Goſj- 
10 peel, eſpecially thoſe which broke out of Antichriſtian * 
Milt arkneſs by the Miniſtry of the firſt Reformers, is ſo fully | 
. | detected by that learned Advocate and invincible Cham- | 
© 141 pion of Retorm'd Theology, the incomparable Dr. Edl- 
Wl -- wards, that I need only refer you to His Preacher, for a 
„ | tull Conviction in this matterſl. 0 cM 
al However, I can't but mention, under this Head, the + 
10 Growth of Popery; which I do with the greater freedom, 
[ becauſe ſome Nelates have lately been publickly attack d, 
Ys and branded as Betrayers of the Church, tor their Care in 
Bit! warning the People to beware of the Poyſon of Romiſh 
Bip Principles, that is now greatly diffuſed in the Land; and 
i thut, in the Preface of a Bock ,, compoſed on purpoſe to 
Mis maintain, © That the Euchariſt is a proper (expiatory) Sa- 
0 * crifice, to be offered upon a proper Altar, by a proper (ſacri- 
J -- & Title of the 39 Artie, DN 
. I Vid; Art. 9, 10, 11, 13, 17, &c. | >. 
Fl |} See alſo Dr. Edwards's late Diſcourſe of the Deficiency 


of Humane W Pap. 91. | 225 4 
, 2 Mr. Johnſon's Unbloody Sacrifice and Altar. _ \ 
| « ficirg} 


7 « fiting) Prieft, for the acknowledging of the Divine Domi. 
do. © nion, and the procuring the Pardon of Sins; and is con- 
x. ( ſum'd by Manducation.” This Attempt ſhews how juſt 

ttbeir Jealouſies are, who fear that Popery, in the ſtricteſt 
Senſe, ſhould once more have footing amonęſt us; e- 


le, | ſpecially, if it be conſidered, that ſuch fundamental Ar- 
15 ticles ot that Superſtition, as the Unbloody Sacrifice, the 
Real Preſence, Auricular Confeſſion, Sacerdotal Alſolution, 
=o the Neceſſity of Epiſcopal Ordination to the Being cf a Church, 
55 and Salvation ov: Mens Souls, are avowedly taught as 


5 Eſſential to Chriſtianity: Prayers for the Dead, and 
Images, which ſome {trenw nfly vote for, are but ſmall 


2 

3 things, when compared to theſe Pillars of Popery. 92 
fe _ No, if this be the State of Religion among us; and 
3 that it is, who can deny? then have we the greateſt Rea- 
4 bon to lament a Corruption fo fatal and pernicioũs to 
ce Chrilliauity ; and to tear the very Removel of the Gal- 
= pel crom us: And tho the Infinite Mercy of God ſhould 
5 again, for his own Glory, extend itſelf beyond our Pro- 


vocations, and continue that unvaluable Bleſſing unto 
us, yet we have Reaſon to apprehend heavy Judgments 
near at hand; Theſe may conſiſt with the Continuance 
of the Goſpel, and are often the means uſed by God to 
retrieve its Purity and Power. fe 
This Degeneracy in Fundamentals, with Mens flaming 
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- Heat about meer Externals in Religion, is one culpable: 

2 Cauſe of that Corruption of Manners already ſpoken of. 

Wo When the Jews deprav'd their Religion by falſe Comments 

* on the Word of God, and humane Traditions; and the 
Scribes and Phariſees minded only the Obſervation of 

oF Carnal Ordinances, many of which were the Invention or 

4 later Times, the whole Nation became univerſally cor- 


rupted, and a Form took place of the Power of Godlineſs. 
Judgment, Mercy, Faith, the Love of God, and other wergh- 
ty Matters of the Law, were not only omitted, but, as 
much as poſlible, diſcouraged. And our Saviour brings 


S 2 EY EDI * c 7 2 8 1 r 3 
S2 cb * Sk EE RC SEU Ea ae th bs A Kis 
6——— pp pp N 


o this further Charge againſt the Piet; of that Age, that 
. they ſhut up the Kingdom of Heaven againſt Men, (which 
"il 7 Like calls a taking away the Key of Knowledge ||, or doing 
h Phat in them lay, todeprive Men of the Means ob being 
d | Inſtructedin the Knowledge of the Mind and Will of 
25 God) they would not go in theuſelces, nor ſuffer them that 
„Vene entering, 70 go in. VV! . 
1. Ihbus it will be in any Age, when Men depart from 
5 [3 the Truths of Gad, and by a ſuperſtitious fiery Zeal a- 


{ bout humane Appointments, make the divine Laws ct 
no Effect. The Account which the Apoſtle gives, by 
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7 g 7 Matt. 23. 13. and througbout. | 
7 Luk. 11. 72, Se. 
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| the Spine of raste; fei Dy, is eg 


Confirmation of this, 2 Tim. 3d ch. 1, 2, 2, 4, J. There 


| he deſcribes a Generation of Men as black as Hell, nc 


ſpeaks of the Times wherein they ſhould appeat as Peril- 


tous, wherein it will be difficult for a Chriſtian to live in 
any tolerable Condition in the World, with a pure Con- 


ſcience. He deſcribes them by their Morals, and by 
their Religion. The former needs no Comment to ren- 
der it trightful 3 For, ſaith he, Men ſball be Lovers of tbem- 
elves, Lovers of Money, Boaſters, Proud, Blaſphemers, or 
Backbiters, Diſobedient, — Unthankful, Unboly : Without 
Natural Affection, Truce-breakers *, or Implacable and 


Treacherous, ſuch as violate all Bonds, Oaths, Leagues, 


Promiſes + Falſe Accuſers , Incontinent, Fierce, Deſpiſers 


of thy's that are Good, Traitor: f, Men in whom no 
| ence is to be put: Heady, High- minded, Lovers of 


* 


an Image, Picture, or dead Reprefentation of it, but 


denying the Power thereof; reſiſting its Truth and Power, 
and that not in an ordinary degree, but as Fannes and 


Jambres withſtood Moſes, v. 8. And what elſe can be ex- 


peed, when Men oppoſe the Truth and Power of the 


Goſpel, and a furious Zeal about Circumſtantials eats 
out the Vitals of Religion, but the vileſt Corruption of 
Manners and Practice? 1 „ 


IV. Another Symptom of 2 great D neracy, and 
equal Danger, is, Yen neither Mercies nor Judgments have £ 


an fuitable Impreſſons upon a ſecure People. 


One great End of Mercies and Deliverances of all 
ots is, to ſtir up to Gratitude, and engage to Love and 


bedience 2: When God vouchſafes to any Nation or 


People the ineſtimable Bleſſings of Peace and Liberty, 
their Civil and Religious Rights, it is, that they may 2 
his Goodneſs therein, and walk worthy of it. Eſpeci- 


Ally, when he affords the Means of Grace, he expects an- 


114.5. 2,3: 


ſwerable Fruits: I did, faith he, ſo to my Vineyard; I 


the choiceſt Vine, &c. and looked that it fbould bring forth 


Grapes, 


fenc'd id Vine, out the Stones thereof, and planted it with 


become ſeeure and wanton in their Proſperity 5 when 


they Sin the more becauſe Grace aboundeth, and inſtead of 


Grapes, bring forth wild Grapes, it argues the greateſt Ob- 
duration and 5 5 5 
Such Contempt © 


towed with udgment, where a People are not wholly 


Ho g. alt 


— — — —— 


1 Lene. i du CoAuts a 0 acknowledge 


abhorred of God : Iwill go and return to my place, till they 
— — —— — — ö 


Pleaſures more than Lovers of God. Theſe are their Mo- 
rals ; their Religion follows; Having a Form of Godlineſt, 


hen this Expectation is not anſwered, but Men 


Divine Goodneſs is always fol- 
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Y acknowledge their Offence , and ſack pn Fur; in theiv e 
” Biffion they will ſeek me early. 


Ruin; when an Idolatrous Prince at the Head of a power. 
ul Army, like another Pharaoh, ſaid, I vii purſue, I will Exod. 11. 
?vertake, &c. He ſav'd * w with a Delivetance as Mira- 9 .f 


culous, as it was unex 
Sion, to judge the Mount of Eſau, Obad. 21. And ever . 27 
 Guice he has followed us with a ſeries uf = 


And has God done more, either way, to any People in 

the World, than he has done to theſe Nations? He has 

txied us with "a"; and Severity. | 
When we were upon the Brink of 


pected. Saviours came 


When Five, Sword, Plague, Famine and Perſecution rag d in 


the Nations round about us, and Millions of Men have 


been ſacrific'd to the Lyſt of Empire, that, forauy Thing 


| appeareth in Hiſtory, Europe hath not known a more 


 Geadful Time; God contending at once with ſo many 


I, T 
r S 


Nations : Vet, when Blood and Miſery filled the World, 


| we enjoy'd Peace and Plenty, healthful aud fruitful Sea- 


fons, under a Government as ſerene and mild at Home, as 


it has Been glorious and fucceſsful Abroad: Which Tem- 
poral Proſperity has been ſweeten d with Goſpel Pravileges, 
and eaſe of Tender Conſciences 3 when our Brethren Abroad 
have witneſſed in Sackcloth, and many of them bave been 


Dain for the Teftimony of Feſt. = 


But does our Thankfulneſs bear any proportion to our 


Mercies > God knows it does not! Ds ye thus requite the 
Lord, O fooliſb People, and unwiſe? Not only the compli- 
dated Evils already ſpecify'd, but even the Scandals of 


Profeſſors ; their Coldneſs and Indifferency in the Ways 


_ of Gad; their Neglect of Family Worſhip and Inſpection, 


and other Holy Exerciſes of Religion; their Contempt 


ok Ordinances; their Conformity to the World; their 


zemiſs and careleſs Walking; their Security and Dead- 
neſs; their worldly-mindedneſs and fooliſhneſs; their 
Quarrels, Animoſities, and want of Charity towards one 
another, c. are ſtaring Provocations, 55 
And ue muſt be ſtupid to a Degree of Infatuat ion, if 


Vs are not ſenfible of the Marks ot the Divine Diſpleaſure | 
Aa gainſt us, and in how many Ways God hath called up- 


en us to Regent. N 

He hath tried us with Severity. Shall we ever forget 
thoſe Cruelties that were pragis'd in Two ſucceſſive Reign, 
under colour of Law, againſt Proteſtants, thro' the Inſtiga- 


- : tion ot the Npiſts, as has been publickly own'd by 3 
Dart of the Legiſlature ? when above Two Thouſand Mini- 


fers, of whom the World was not wort, were not only 
violently thruſt from their Flogks, but bantſh'd from their 


3 Habitations, and with Multitudes of other good People 
1 perſecuted, impoyeriſh'd and tormented 3 the Shepherds 
B —— | were 


upon Mount * Nehem. 
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were ſmitten, and the Sheep were ſcatter'd : when ſo many 
falſe Plots were invented to deſtroy Proteſtants, ard the 
Diſcovery ot real ones, that affected the Papiſts, cruſh'd 
and prevented; when ſo many Ruffians and hateful In- 


formers were kept in pay, to implead againſt ſuch as 


were any · where eminent for practical Godlineſs, with 
ſuch Burcheries of Men, ſome of them of noble Blood, 
and other Barbarities, not known among the civiliz'd 


_ Heathen, nor practis d by any, but Roman Catbolicks, as 


they love to be call'd : Theſe, with the fatal Effects of 


1 2 4 5 Mile the Oxford Ad, * are not Things of ſuch an old Date, 


but that a Reflection upon them may awaken the preſent 
Cenemtions 1 bs SEE: 
- Likewiſe the unſettled State of many Countries in 

ure, what they have undergone for ſome Years paſt, 


how it is with many of them at preſent, the Symp- 


toms that AAreaten new Ruptures between thoſe who not 
long fince were united in the firmeſt Alliance, and above 
all, the great Danger the Proteſtant Religion, and the Pro. 
teſtant Succeſſion in the Iluſtrious Houſe of Hanover are in, 


| from thoſe who are equal Enemies to both, with the At- 
tempts that are made to obſtruct the Progreſs ot Chriſtian 


Knowledge, to Poſterity, ace Things that deſerve our 


moſt ſerious Conſideration, 


But we are Deaf to the loudeſt Calls! Our unconcer- 


nedneſt under the mighty Hand of God, is no leſs an 
Argument of the encreaſe of ont Sins, than our un- 


thankfulneſs for Mercies: This is too obvious from 
what. has been already ſaid, and needs no further 


V. The decay of Chriffian Love Argues a preat Dege- 
neracy, and Decay of Godlineſs. ene ses 
oY hen our Saviour is Diſcourſing prophetically of the _ 


Deſtruction of the Jewiſh Nation, and his Coming to 
Judgment, among the other Harbingers of thoſe great 


Events (which by the bye ſeem to caſt a terrible Aſpect 


upon the Times we live in) he Mentions this, And becauſe 


Iniguity ſpall abound, the Love of many ſhall wax cold. It 
is true the other Way, that when the Love of many 
_ waxeth cold, Iniquity will abound. | 


Chriſtian Love, which by its Principles, End and Ob- 


jects is diſtinguiſh'd from a meer natural Affection, or 
Party-Zeal, is a great Part of the Glory, as well as the 


moſt comprehenfive Duty of Chriſtianity, the Criterion 


whereby Chrift would have bis D3ſciples known and diffe- 


renc'd from the reſt of the World, the moſt abiding 
and God-like Fruit of the Spirit, whereby Believers 
are brought unto Terfection. All Pretences to Faith, all 


Profeſſion, the moſt flouriſhing Gifts of Knowledge and 
Utterance, and moſt ſpecious Works, are not avail- 


able 


; 
, Ae! E 
3 
2 
5 
4 


Evil Speaking, Strifes and Perſecutions will abound, with all 
other Evils that are repugnant to Meekneſs, Moderation 


and Charity. POE | | 
This cuts off the Revengeful, Inplacable, and all Ter- 
| ſecutors from having any Title to Chriſtianity, It is 2 


mere Deluſion for any to imagine themſelves true 


| Chriſtians, if they are void of that Grace, which a- 
dove all others Afmilates us to Chriſt, or if they are 
 afted by that Anti-Chriſtian Spirit which ſetteth on fire 
tbe Courſe of Nature, and is ſet on fire of Hel; a Spi- 
rit of inſatiable Thirſt, after the Blood of Saints, and the 
Blood of the Martyrs of Feſws. This =_ be owned in 
the General, but how unpleaſing would i 


t be to many, 


F able without Love.“ Where this Principle is wanting, *1Cvr. 13+ 
© Pride, Wrath, Anger, Hatred, Malice, Envy, Cenſoriouſneſs, 1, 2, 3, 


to make particular Application hereof to themſelves, 
and prove, that they are as great Strangers to the 


genuine Spirit & of the Goſyel, which kills all Rancour 


and Venom where-ever it prevails, as they are to the 


Luke 9. 


Nature and Exerciſe of this diſintereſted Love to a>. 


God and his People? 


I might aſſign other Symptoms of the decay of Keli- 
gion, but the particuJars inſiſted on, may convince us 
how ſeaſonable it 1s, to joyn in the Prayer of the Text, 
Help Lord, 
me to ſhew, my LN. 1 ; 

II. The Neceſity of the Lord's immediate Help and 
Salvation at ſuch a Time, This is neceſſary to Prote# 
zhe Godly, and to Retrieve the Power of Godlneſs, . 
I. To Fyoted and preſerve the Godly. They can't Help 
themſelves in ſuch a Junfture, If the Foundations be 
deftroy'd, if Goodneſs, Juſtice, Fidelity aud Mercy, 
Which are the Foundations of all Government, are vio- 

lates, or periſh'd from the Earth, what can the Righteow, 
who are few in Number, andunder many Diſadvantages, 
do to Help themſelves ? Thoſe who are uureſoiv'd and 
Luke-warm, whatever Profeſſion they make, are too ſecure 


for the Godly Man ceaſeth, 8c. which leads 


Pfal. 11. 


or indifferent, to mind a ſinking Cauſe, tho' it be the 3* 


Cauſe of Truth ; and for ſuch as Love Violence, their Work 
is to qu, Then the Oppreſſed Mourn and Weep, and 
there is no Comforter, and on the Side of their Oppreſſors 
 Fhere is Power, Calamitous Day! what need of the 
Lord's Help? It is the Time of Jacob's Trouble, and God 
only can deliver him out of it. It is with the Godly 
then, as it was with David in the Cave of Adullam, whi- 


Eccl. 4. 1. 


ther he fled from the Perſecution of Saul. I looked on my Pal. 142. 
| Right Hand, and beheld, but there was mo Man that would 4, . 
know me, None in the King's Court; none of his for- 


mer pretended Friends, and Acquaintance, that would 


don him, or interpoſe between him, and the fury gf — : 
155 1 | I | 4 4 
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wo art flronger than they. 


Pal. 72. liverance. All Kingt ſball fall before hin, all Nations fhal 
11, 12. ferve him, for he will deliver the Needy when he crieth, the 


. . whence ſhall we do it 


Working of his own Spirit. 


terre AED": -4 — 

. gr wn 
* — * 
— 4 - _ * 


3 All Ref Fil dme, ho Man cared for ny Sul. I cried 110 - 
tze, © Lord, I foid, Thou art my Refuge. He to who 
nothing 3 whoſe Purpaſes can't be defeated, 


nud againſt whoſe Power there is no ſtanding, that Great | 
and good God who is wonderful in Counſel, and excellent in 
#itking, can alone deliver his fæepie from their Perſecutdrs, 


Nor is it ever too late, or in vain, to implare his Sal. 
vation. He is the Lord of Hoſts, and can command Ie. 


Poor alſq, and bim that bath no Helper. The Words ave 
Hoken ot Chriſt, to whom the Government of the World 
s:committted, as Head of the Church. There is no Sal- 
vation Spiritual or Temporal in any other, All inferiout 
Agents muſt ſay (with Feboram to the diſtreſſed Woman 
in Samaris, calling for Help) if dhe Lord do not Help, 
3 And nothing is too hard for him te 

Effect; on the contrary, the time of Extremity is the 


oo. fitteſt Seaſon for God to work in, that he may make 
Dis Power to be known. 5 e 


II. Thelnteryoſition of the Lord's immediate Agency, 


13;necaſſary to retrieve the Power of Godlineſs. 1 
niſtars and others, to appear Zealous in promoting that 


Cauſe for which the Son of God aſſumed humane Nature, | 
Whatever Oppoſition they may meet with in ſo doing: | 
But all Attempts ot Men will be fruitleſs, if the Lord 


does not joyn with their Endeavours, the powerful 1 


Whatever outward Reſtraint the due Adminiſtration of 


wholeſome Diſcipline (if any ſuch Thing were among ut) 
might lay SE the Riotous Part ;of "Ki 


ankind : What- 
_—_— | on — L 3 of 
Agiſtrates, Miniſters, all true Chriſtiaus in t 

Places might Effect; yet the Hearts of Men can be chang d 


only by the exceeding Greatneſs of God's Power, ſuch a. 


Power as commanded Light out of Darkneſs, and vai ſed 
Criſt from the Dead, 2 Cor. 4. 6. Eph. 1. 19, 20, If he 
withdraws his gracious Preſence, the Work will temain 
undone, Theo? all ſhould agree to reſtore the Power af 
Religion, (a Thing not to be expected) yet if they did 


nat acknowledge and reverence the Neceſſity and Effi- 


oacy of Divine Grace, they could plead: no Fromſe of 
Acceptance or Succeſ. = 
What is the. Reaſon that the Age is become ſo car. 


erupt, and Men ars ſo reſolute and open againſt all Refor- 


mation, that the very Name of it is an horrence unto 
them? The culpable Cauſe is, Mens Ignorance and 

Luſts ; their natural and contraded Enmity againft 175 
| — 7 


Ir | 


1 A. 


KEN &. 


neee 


by, © «A 


17 


F | Life of God.“ But there is a Sinleſs Cauſe of this; and * Eph. 4. 


that is, che withdrawing of God's Spirit, which, as to In- 18, 19. 


f ' Atence and Power, forbears to Strive with Men z the 
greateſt Judgment that can befal a People. That this is 


the Sovereign (vindictive) Cauſe, is too evident from 


Mens daring Contempt of the Goſpel, and the mighty 
Oppoſition that is made unto the Truths of God, which 


argues judicial Blindneſs and Induration. Could Men, 
pProteſſing Chriſtianity, proceed to ſuch a height of 


Wickedne(s, as to violate all the Rights of Nature, in 


Order to ſuppreſs the purity and power of the Goſpel, 
if God, in his holy Severity, did not give them up to 
 blingneſs, and hardneſs of Heart, John 12. 39, 40. 2 Theſ. 
2. 13, 11; 12. 3 | ; 


Beſides, that this is our deplorable Cafe appears, from 


the ſmall Succeſs of the Goſpel, in the Converſion of Sin- 


| mers, where the brighteſt Means are continw'd; it being 
"if the general Complaint of faithful Miniſters (that diſtin- 


Gen. 6. Jo 


guiſh Converfion to Chrift, froin Converſion to a Party) 
who bath believ'd our Report, and to whom is the Arm of the 
Lord reveal'd? „ : 5 1 
Only the pouring forth of the Spirit of God, in his 
Gifts and Graces, upon Miniſters and People, can Cure 
this Epidemical Diſeaſe. God bath declared expreſly, 
that no humane Power or Wiſdom, ſhall reſtore the purity 


of Worſhip, and Power of Godlineſs, but it ſhall be 


effected by his Spiriz*, overcoming all Difficulties, and 


working in the Hearts of Men. 3 

He will make Uſe of Men as his ſubordinate Inſtru- 
ments, and Influence their Counſels and Actions unto ſo 
good a Work; but their Subſerviency unto him therein ſhall 
not be any Thing of their own (not by torcible means to beſure) 
Perſecution and other modern Methods or upholding Re- 


* Zech. 4. | 
„ | 


ligion are as condradicory to the Laws of Chriſt, as they 


are horrible to Nature: His Kingdom was firſt erected, 
and is ſtill carried on in the World, not by breaking thro? 
the moſt natural and valuable Rights of humane, Or Re- 


Iigious Societies, and depriving Men of their Lives and 


Liberties, or Diſabling, or forbidding them to perform 


any of thofe great Duties wherewith, as Men and Chri- 
ſtians, they are immediately and directly charg'd by 


God; but by Spiritual Illumination of Mens Minds, 
and changing of their Wills, whereby they become 
willing || Subjects to his Scepter. Outward, coercive Vio- 
lence in, or for Matters of Religion, is not of Chriſt, 
but is as oppoſite to him, to the Life he led, and the 
DoFrine he taught, as Cruelty and Oppreſſion are to Be- 
nignity and 


Original than Chriſtianity, So I leave to thoſe who 


al. 110. 


* 


ercy. . Perſecution muſt ſrek for another 


ar 
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are moſt concern'd therein to find out, I ſa y, Mens ſub- 
ſerviency unto God, in reſtoring the Lite of decaying 


x Cor. 1. Religion, ſhall not be by any Thing of their own) that 


X Pal. 2. 


no fleſh may glory in bis Sight, but by my Spirit, ſaith the 
Lord of Hoſts.” ws, ea 7 . + 95 1 5 
And when his peremptory Time is come, which we 
muſt wait for, he will deride * the Policy and Power of 
all Oppoſers, of Egypt and Babylon, with their Confede. 
rates: Who art thou, O great Mountain? Before Zerubbabel 
hon ſbalt become a plaiuãin ns. 5 
This may ſuffice, diſtinctly to Evince the Neceſſity of 
ſome ſpecial Appearance of God in Times of great 
Wickedneſs, when the Corruption, both as to Religion 
and Moral Virtues, ſwells to ſuch a prodigious Height, 
that the Godly ceaſe, and the Faithful fail from among the 
Children of Men, Nothing but the Almighty Power, and 
equal Mercy of God can prevent utter Ruin, and Dev a- 
ſtation in ſuch a Caſe. And that theſe are our unhappy 
Circumſtances, 1s too Apparent, not to be acknowledg'd 
and lamented by us. The Sins that are among us, the 
| Judgments that hang over our Heads, with the growing 
Burdens that we groan under, are weighty Arguments to 
convince us how needful the Lord's immediate Help and 
Salvation is. And this brings me to conſider, 


III. The Duty of thoſe who are truly Godly, in ſuch a 
State of Things. What I ſhall offer upon this Head, 
ſhall be compriz'd under the following Particulars. 


I. It highly concerns them to have a mournful Senſe 
of the Affronts offered to the Divine Majefily, in the 
contemptuous Violation of his Laws, and oppoſition made 
to hu Goſpel and Kingdom, by open and ſcandalous Sin- 
ners, evil Doers and Seducers. 0 
As there is no greater Joy to the Wicked, than to ſee 
ſerious Godlineſs every where Diſcountenanc'd, and the 
Profeſſors thereof expos'd to their Rage and Hatred; ſo, 
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nothing ſhould be more aflicting to thoſe that Fear God, 


than to ſee Piety and Virtue baniſh'd from the Earth, 
Shall Men be full of Heavineſs, even to Melancholy, 
for mean and trivial Things, a temporary Affliction; and 
2 ſee God diſhonoured, his Goodneſs deſpiſed, and 
his Authority Trampled upon, without Diſcovering any 
Manner of Concern or Uneaſineſs? Such an Indolent 
Temper can't ſtand with any ſincere Zeal for God, or Neat 
Abhorrence of Sin. The Glory of God is obſcured, his 
Kingdom undermin'd, his Government reproach'd and 
vilify'd, and the Progreſs of his Goſpel is obſtructed in 
the World, as Infidelity and Profaneneſs prevail: aero 
; FF ob 


« 


then be Caid to be truly concern'd for God's Honour, if 


4 * 
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we have not a mournful Senſe of the Violation thereof? 


This will Encreaſe in Proportion to our hatred of Sim - 
When the prevailing of Vice and Error, 1s the Griet 


of our Souls, it Diſcovers how hateful Sin is unto us, 
and what a Senſe we have of the curſed Nature thereof. 


The Apoſtle can't write of thoſe who made the Goſpel | 


ſubſervient unto their own Bellies, without ſhedding a 


Tear; I tell you Weeping, they are Enemies to the Croſs of 


Chriſt *. He was not ſingular in this, The Royal Halmiſt“ Phil. 3. | 


expreſſes his ardent Zeal in a like Frame of Spirit, I be- 18, 19. 
held the Tranſgreſſors and was griev'd, bccauſe they Kept not 


1% Mord; and our bleſſed Lord himſelf wept over Jeru- Hal. 119. 
falem's Obſtinacy F as well as her Miſery. The Infidel y | 158. 


of that Generation, and their Hardneſs of Heart * was See v. 52. 
Matter of Giief and Holy Indignation to his Spotleſs + Luke 19. 


Soul. To be ſecure and indifferent, then, in a Time ot 41, 42. 
great Provocation, eſpecially when reveal'd Religion 1s {| Jſark 8. 
made the Game of Fools, muſt Argue a very great Inad- x2, 


vertency and Inſenſibility, and can't be reconcil'd with* Ch, 3. 5. 


the Genius of the Goſpel, which takes away the Hard 
and Stony Heart. | ple = | 
Ils not our Religion the Foundation of alFour Com- 


fuorts in Time, and to Eternity? What is the Earth 


without it, but an Habitation of Incarnate Devils, and 


| Beaſts of Prey? And ſhall it be a Thing Neutral to us, 
whether Chriſt or the Devil Reigns ? Would not this he 


to lay the Church and the World common, and to take 
away all Diſtinction between Good and Evil? Ah! what 
is the Glory of this World when the Godly ceaſe, the Ex- 


celient *, in whom is God's Delight, aud when faithleſs Men & Hal. I 6. 


are the only Societies 7 Who would not Grieve to ſee ſuch 3. 
2 Gloomy and Deſolate Day? No Pious Soul can deſire 
to live longer than his Religion may live with him. 
Nothing can Affect a gracious Perſon ſo much, as to ſee 
the 3 of the Ark of God. Eli could patiently 
bear the loſs of his Sons, but when he heard, That the 
Gloy was departed from Iſrael, he fainted, and expired 
upon ſo lamentable an Event. And who would not 
be willing rather to die in ſuch a Cauſe, than to ſee 
the Extirpation of Religion? 5 „ | 


II. They ought to be humbled for the Oppreſſions and 
Sufferings of God's People, in ſuch a Time. 
When Nebemiah heard that the Remnant of the Captivity, 


were in great Afliction and Reproach, he * ſat down and wept, * Nehem. x 


and mourned certain Days, and faſted &c. This is Record- 3, 4. 

ed for our Imitation, in a Parallel Caſe. The Church | 

of Chriſt is one Myſtical Body, and all true Believers 
RES > i (howe 
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Ji Or. 
: 12,25,26. and Charity, Is the moſt culpable $,51ſm that the Scrip- 


Phil. 2. 


(however placed in diſtinft Communities) are Members of N 
bas one Body, and ought as ſuch to ſympathize with one 


anot hers Suffering ||; the want of which Reciprocal Love 


ture knows any Thing of, or the great eſt Evil it con- 

demns under that Name. What is ſaid of the Angel of 

17 the Covenant, and Head of the Church, in all their A. 

T Ifa. 63. Aict ions he was affiiGed t, ſhould, in ſome Degree, be true 
9. of every Believer. 5 5 


III. It is their Duty to be Adive and Diligent in 
their Endeavours, to Recover the Life and Beauty of True 
Kelig ion, as far as their Influence can poſſibly Reach; 
and by all lawtul and juſt Means zo ſet themſelves 
ag amſt the Torrent of ſpreading Iniquity, 55 
L have already intimated, that all Attempts this way, 
depend wholly as to the Succeſs of them, upon God's In- 
terpoſing his ſuperior Grace; but this is ſo far from 
Indulging any Neglect of the Uſe of Means, that it 
ſhould excite to greater Activity, leſt by preſumptious 
ſloth, we further provoke God to Reſtrain the Vital In- 
fluences of his Spirit from us; which is the Apoſtle's 
Reaſoning, Let us Work out our Salvation with Fear and 


vous, Gur Judgment ſh1ll be with the Lord, and our Re- 
ward with our God; which may greatly encourage us to 


* 1Cor.15. be ſleafaſt and unmov'd & in our Duty, whatever Difficul- 
58. ties may attend our being fo, And. 


I. The Counſel of the Prophet ſhould be acceptable unto 


Lam. z. us, Let us ſearch and try our Ways, and turn again to the 
40 Lord. | Mo OE ; „ . 


Without this we can have no Foldneſs nor Succeſs in 
God's Cauſe. It is the groſſeſt Hypocrifie to pretend to 
lament the Sins of others, if we are Remi(s and In- 
advertent curſelves, or preſumpt iouſly add to the Mea- 
ſure of Iniquity. We ought to be concern'd moſt of all 
for our own Sins, to examine and ſearch them out, to 

reflect upon them with a peculiar Pungency, and reſolve 
npon a ſtricter Reformation in our Perſons and Families. 
If we thus begin at Home, we ſhalbk be able to confront 
Gainſayers, when they maliciouſly cenſure us for De- 
claring againſt their Corruptions. And whether our Ex- 
ample be of any Efficacy to Reform others or not, Per- 
ſonal Holineſs will, through the Grace of Chriſt, turn to 
5 2 c | eee 


T2, 13 Trembling, for it is God who Worketh in us, both to will and 

to do, We may expect his Aſſiſtance if we act gonſcien- 
= tiouſly, in 2 way of Dependance. And tho? we ſhould _ 
Va. 49. ſpend our Strength in Vain, with reſpe& to any Publick _ 


5 Succeſs, vet we ſhall be accepted in uſing our beſt Endea- : 
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Four own Account. Nor ought we to deſpair but this 
may prove, by the Bleſſing of God, a powertul and con- 


vincing Argument, to prevail upon others. Perſonal 
Reformation and Family Inſpection, is certainly one 
way to make Religion flouriſh. IF every one would fe- 
ſolve, with Foſhua, that he and his Houſe ſhall ſerve the 


"Lord, be couſtant and equal in all the Exercites of God- 


lineſs ? if, with Faithful Abraham, they would Command 
and Inſtrust their Houſholds and Children 2 keep the Way 


ſed, and we become the Glory of all Nations. 


II. We are bound to provoke one another to Fervour 


and Conſtancy in the Cauſe of God, by trequent Religi- 
ous Conference. F; | 


Whatever others think of us as Diſſenting Proteſtants, 
| whateyex Reproaches they load us with, and the Intereſt 
we eſpouſe with; yet all godly Perſons amongſt us, 
whoſe Diſſent from the Church ot England 1s not grounded 
upon Conceit, Prejudice, or any other bad Principle, muſt, 
in Charity, be ſuppoſed to be fully perſwaded in their 
own Conſciences, that our Cauſe is indeed the Cauſe of 
God, notwithſtanding all the Sufferings it is expoſed 
unto from Men: It is a Cauſe which God has preferv'd 
aud proſper'd under many ſevere and unnatural Perſecu- 
tions, and continued Diſadvantages; a Cauſe which 
God has bleſſed to the Converſion of many Thouſand 


Sosuls, and the Spreading of true Piety throughout the 


Nation; a Cauſe which wants no Penal Laws to ſupport 


it, nor needs any other Helps to perp:tuate it, but Li- 
 berty of Conſcience, and has increas'd when the Laws of 
Man have been moſt armed againſt it; a Cauſe which 
will bear the ſtricteſt Teſt of Scripture, and of the pureſt 
- Antiquity, and which, under God, has been the great 
Bulwark againſt the Tyrannies and Abominations of 


Popery, ever ſince the Reformation. Thoſe who are con- 
vinc'd they are imbark'd in ſo good a Cauſe, muſt find 


. themſelves under ffr1# Obligations to recommend it to 
others; eſpecially, to excite Perſons of their own Com- 
munion to be open and ſteadfaſt in the Profeſſion thereof; 
and they will conclude themſelves more nearly concern'd 
therein, when all poſſible Endeavours are ufed, and vio- 
lient Methods taken to ſuppreſs it. It would be againft 

+ Reaſon and Conſcience, under ſuch Perſwaſions, to att 


= Otherwiſe, | RP 
We can't ſo effectually diſcharge our Duty in this re- 

ſpect, as by Religions Conference, which, when prudently 
'7 manag'd, is much for the Glory of God, and mutual E- 


Communion | 


of the Lord, the Savour of Religion would be ſoon diffu- Gen, 18. 
19. 
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Mal. 3. 16 


enn - 1 68 
Communion of Saints, 1s to ſtrengthen each others Hearts 
in the Faith, to provoke unto Love and good Works; and to 


C ounſel, Comtort, and Reprove as there is Occaſion : 
Es TapoZvouny ſignifies to provoke with Vehemency and 


Rigor. 8 EF 
Fhis 1s never more needful than 1n Times of general 


Corruption and Detection: Then (whk2a practical Atheiſm, 


and a viſible Contempt of God, and his Ways was come 5 


to ſuch a Head) they that feared the Lord, ſpake often one 


10 another; They diſcourſed of the Ways and Providen- 


ces of God, eſpecially of his Proceedings with reſpect 


unto his Church and People, they publiſh'd his Fame and 


Praiſe, extoll'd his Goodneſs and Righteouſneſs, and 


magnified his Power and Wiſdom in all his Works: We 


may further believe that they improv'd ſuch Opportuni- 


ties, to take mutual Counſel how to carry on his Inte- 
reſt and Kingdom, with one Heart and one Mind, with 
united Strength and Vigour; to fortify the Minds of 


Mal.z.r3 


2 Tim. 
4 7 
2 Cor. 
10. 4. 
Ver. 6. 


. 
14—17. 


one another againſt threatuing Fvils, and the Infection 
of a degenerate Age; and likewiſe that they ſpent ſome 


part of their Time on ſuch Occafions, in joint Prayer to 


God, and other Acts of Worſhip, and by communica- 


ting in one another's Knowledge, Gifts and Graces. 


III. It is incumbent upon us to bear our publick T, eſtino- 8 


1 againſt Sin, and to be Valiant for the Truth. 


A ſecure or fearful Silence argues a mean or carnal |: 
Spirit: Shall Sinners be ſtout againſt the Lord, and ſhall 


we be fainthearted or ſneaking in the Cauſe of God? We 
muſt not here confult with Fes and Blood; but manifeſt, 
by our Words and Actions, that Sin is an Abomination 


unto us, and that we look upon Keprobate Sinners, what- 
ever their Numbers or Qualities are, as the Peſts of the 


Nation, and Enemies to all Righteous Government, We 


muſt not impriſon or ſtifle the Truths of God, for fear 


of the Diſpleaſure or Men; but openly declare and a- 
vow our Opinions in matters where God and Conſcience |? 
are immediately concern'd. We are in this World Mem- 
bers of the Militant Church, and muſt Fight the good 
Fight of Faith againſt the Devil, the World, and the 
Fleſh : *Tis true, the Weapons of our Warfare are not cave | 
nal, but we are furniſh' d with ſpiritual Armour, that we 
might be in a readineſs to revenge all Diſobedience; to ma- 
nifeſt our hatred of Sin, and diſpleaſure with Sinners; 
by decliring againſt them, refuſing to participate with 


them, withdrawing ourſelves from them f, warning o- 
thers to avoid them, and rhe like Expreſſions or Diſ- 
taſte. | 5 5 


= All Chriſtians, in their Places, are ſet for the Defence Phil.1.17. 
ts WF the Goſpel, and a timorous Spirit is very unbecoming 
to the Patrons of a good Cauſe : The Fearful were not (ut- Judg. 7.39 
1 * 1 fe red to deſcend into the Battle, nor will thoſe who ate 
nd © ſway'd by worldly Intereſt or carnal Policy, be faithful 

and conſtant to their Principles in Times of Danger. 

ral Becauſe thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor bot, I will Rev. 3. 16. 
m, ſpue thee out of my Mouth. f 


one IV. We ſhould wreſtle with God by Prayer and Supplica- 
en- tion. Help Lord, & c. „ | 
et | We have many Arguments to ſtir us up to ſo great and 
nd neceſſary a Duty; if the Lord is but pleas'd to porr out Zech. 12. 
and upon us a Spirit of Prayer, GE oe SM 
If our Hearts are poſſeſſed with Love to God, and Cha- 
ni- rity to his People; if we have a generous and tender 
te- Concern for Mankind, and our own Poſterity ; if any 
1th hope of Deliverance from preſent Preſſures, and thoſe 
of greater Evils which our Fears ſuggeſt, and the State of | 
ion Affairs now ſeems to tore-bode, we ſhall be Earneſt and 
dme Ü[mportunate in applying to Him who is the Saviour of 
rto his People in a time of Trouble. The Love of God will 
ica- Oblige us to deprecate that whereby He is moſt diſho- | 
nour d, our own, and the Sins of others: If we have 4 
true Charity, publick Calamities, eſpecially the Diſtreſ- ; 
ſies of God's People, will make deep Impreſſions upon 
our Souls, If I forget thee, O Feruſalem if T prefer pſal. 137. 
rnal Vor thee to my chiefeſt Foy — If we regard the Good of 6, 7. 
hall © Mankind, and Poſterity, it will add a moſt tender Obli- ? © 

We af gation, conſidering the Methods that are now on Foot | 
ifeſt, to hinder the ſpreading of Chriſtian Knowledge, and to ; 
tion deprive us of all Liberty and Opportunity to bring up | 
hat- our Children in the Ways of God; which, if it be not | 
" the © grievous to thoſe who are like to ſuffer by it, as the kill- 
We ing of the Male Children was to the Iſraelites, is hard to . 
fear determine. Thoſe who are appriz'd of the Benefits of a | 
2 Religious Education, will be apt to look upon it as 
2 2} more valuable than Life itſelf, without ſuch an Advan- | 
dem- tage: Beſides the Corruptions and Degeneracy of our 
Times, in matters of Faith and Practice, of which I have | 
endeavour'd to give a brief, but true Repreſentation, 
may have lamentable Effects upon the riſing Generation; | 
the Godly cannot ceaſe and the Faithful fail, with- 
cout leaving the Earth as a Dunghill, Mankind with _ 
; cout Salt and Light, and Poſterity Miſerable : Theſe Matt. 3. 


with Conſiderations are ſtrong Inducements to Prayer. Nor 13, 14. 
ig o | can we have any Fiducial Expectation of Deliverance, 
' Diſ- until God is pleaſed to ſtir up his People, to plead with 
him in this way: The united Prayers of the Faithful 
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2 Sam. 


19.3 


Prov. 
27. 


29. 


may do much; the Scriptures abound with Promiſes and 
Inſtances to encourage us. It was David's Prayer rather 
than the Archite's Policy, that turn'd the Counſel of Achito- 


|  Þhel into Fooliſhneſs, and twiſted a Rope about the Traytor's | 
Ch. 17.2 3. Neck. And tho' our Supplications ſhould come too 
late to prevent ſome ſharp Calamities, yet God is care- 


ful, even in the midſt of Fudgments, of praying Penitents; 


 Ezeh. 9. 4. Matt. 5. 4. Luk. 2 1. 18, 19. 


The Application. 


I. 1 gives us juſt cauſe to reflect, with a penitent 


Remorſe, upon Hur own Security, That ſuch a dark 


Scene does not more effetually awaken us to Humiliaton and 
Prayer, 35 rs . 


We need not be much affected at the Clamours of 
thoſe who are vicious and corrupt, when they brand all 
Breathings after a Reformation, with the odious Names 
of Turbulency and Faction: This has always been the cuſ- 
tom of ungodly Men, whoſe Deſians are beſt promoted b 
univerſal Ignorance and Profaneneſs; He that is upright 
in the Way, is an Abomination to the Wicked, But what 


ought to be matter of Sorrow to us, is, that there are ſo 


few who lay the State of Religion to heart. We can't but 
acknowledge that we have cauſe of the deepeſt Humilia- 
tion; but alas, we want that Soft neſs of Heart, that 


Love to God, and Valuation for the Truths of the Goſ- 
pel, which are the neceſſary Springs of this Duty! Can 


we ſay, that we are duly affected with the Increaſe of 


Iniquity ? Are not Profeſſors themſelves apt to be more 


ſenſible of that which ſtrikes at their Perſons or Goods, 


than of the Decay of True Holineſs, tho that be a 


ſhould make up the Hedge, and ſtand in the Gap 


therefore have I poured out my 


Wound that reaches the Heart of the Church, and ſtains 
her Beauty and Excellency ? Our Religion does not de- 
ſtroy Humanity, or forbid us to be ſenſible of Injuries, 


tho it enables us to bear them patiently, and with Cha- 


rity to our very Perſecutors: But if we know how to 


make a juſt Eſtimate of Things, we muſt own, that we 
_ Ought to have a quicker Reſentment of Mens open Re- 

bellions againſt God, and their Oppoſition to the Goſpel 2 
of his Son, than of the Effects of their Enmity againſt 2 


ourſelves, how grievous ſoever, ſo tar as theſe can poſſi- 
bly fall under 2 diſtin& Confideration. Such a Senſe of 
things is, I rear, much wanting among us, which is an 
ominous Preſage; I ſought for a Man among them that 
hefore me for 
the Land, that I ſhould not 47405 it, but [ found none 3 
ndignation upon them, &c. 
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II. Let theſe Conſiderations provoke ur unto the Pratt ice 
F ſeaſonabte a Di oO 
My Brethren, now is the time for you to quit 


do the Church, if you have an) Compaſſion towards 
Poſterity, and deſire that your Children after you ſhould 
de inſtructed in the Knowledge of God, and Doctrine of 
Salvation, now is the time to improve your Intereſt 
with God thro? our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Let the Miniſters: 


Yo 
IN 
6 


nnd give not thy Heritage to Reproach, 8c. 


2 The: Sins of the Land cry aloud for Vengeance, let 
' ©. our repeated Prayers plead for Mercy. Who can with- 


MF out Amazement and Grief, ſee Men force the Indigna- 
tion of Heaven, and extort Severities from a God of 
Patience? If Chriſt's Honour be thus buried in the 
= «Daft, let us embalm it with our Tears, and figh after 
e its Reſurrection.“ Be daily Suppliants at the Throne 
of Grace tor expiring Godlineſs, and be mindful of 


_ 
88 
7. 


he may hear your Prayers? Tho the Witneſſes prophecy 


5 
* 

. 

+> . 


* 
7 


Bee . ' . . '. a ; P 
their Adverfaries; God may be prevail'd with to infa- 
tuate the Counſels, and cruſh the Power of the Enemies 


> themſelves. ' 5 | . 
2 - Let it not offend your Patience, if I be earneſt with 
Fou on this Head: The utmoſt of our Zeal can't come 
up to the merits of the Cauſe, Ts it a time, think you, 
to be at Eaſe, when the Voice of our Sins reacheth Hea- 


in the World ? Where can we caſt our Eyes, and not 


= vereaveth, at Home there it as Death, ——— Wc 

Not to mention the State of the Churches in the 
Southern and Eaſtern Parts of the World (ſome of which, 
by the bye; have. more Hnmanity ſhewn them from the 
.7 Mabontetans, than many among us would ſhew to Diſ- 
. Weng Proteſtants) maiiy Churches that made a glorious 
FProfeffion of the Reform'd Religion, in the laſt Age, are 
no ſubjeced to the Antichriſtizn Yoke, and others have 


— 


* 


Sion, and mournful for her Diſtreſſes; who knows but 


ven, and the ſudgments of God are abroad in the Earth 2? 


ſiee the ruinous State of the Churches of God, as to all 


keen utterly deſtroy d. Thoſe whe yet retain the N —_ 


of true Religion, whatever Succeſs they may promiſe - 


1 


your- 1 Cor. 
lves like Chriſtians. If ever you would be Serviceable 16. 13. 


i% * 


ef the Lord mow weep before bim let the People be gat ered Joel. 2. 
titgether, the Congregation ſanctiſied, the Elders aſſembled, 16, 17,18. 
with the Children, and let them ſay, Spare thy People, O Lord. 


in Sackcloth, yet they have great Power with God, &c. and Rev. 11. | 
tbe Return of their Prayers may prove the Confuſion of 5, 6 


> 


FF viſible Defence about their Glory? — Abroad the Sword Lam. 1. 
1 55 20, 214. 
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2 Sam. | 
. 
Ch. 17.2 3. Neck. And tho” our Supplications ſhould come tao 
| late to prevent ſome ſharp Calamities, yet God is care- 
ful, even in the midſt of Fudgments, of praying Penitents; 
EZcK. 9.4. Matt. 5, 4. Luk. 11 18, 19. 


Prov. 29. 


27. | 


Ezek. 22. 
30, 31. 
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ſhould make up the Hedge, and ſtand in the G 
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may do much; the S:riptures abound with Promiſes and 


Inſtances to encoutage us. It was David's Prayer rather 


_ than the Archite's Policy, that turn'd the Counſel of Achito- 


phel into Fooliſhneſs, and twiſted a Rope about the Traytor's 


The Application. 


= . gives us juſt cauſe to reflect, Vith a penitent 


Remorſe, upon ur own Security, That ſuch a dark 


Scene does not more effetually awaken us to Humiliaton and 
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We need not be much affected at the Clamours of 1 


thoſe who are vicious and corrupt, when they brand all 


Breathings after a Reformation, with the odious Names 
of Turbulency and Faction: This has always been the cuſ.- 


tom of ungodly Men, whoſe Deſians are beſt promoted by 
univerſal Ignorance and Profaneneſs; He that is upright 


in the Way, is an Abomination to the Wicked. But what 


ought to be matter of Sorrow to us, is, that there are ſo 
few who lay the State of Religion to heart. We can't but 
acknowledge that we have cauſe of the deepeſt Humilia- 
tion; but alas, we want that Softneſs of Heart, that 


Love to God, and Valuation for the Truths of the Goſ- 
pel, which are the neceſſary Springs of this Duty! Can 


we ſay, that we are duly affected with the Increaſe of 


Tniquity ? Are not Profeſſors themſelves apt to be more 


ſenſible of that which ſtrikes at their Perſons or Goods, 
than of the Decay of True Holineſs, tho' that be a 
Wound that reaches the Heart of the Church, and tains 
her Beauty and Excellency 2 Our Religion does not de- 
ſtroy Humanity, or forbid us to be ſenſible of Injuries, 


tho' it enables us to bear them patiently, and with Cha- 
rity to our very Perſecutors : But if we know how to 
make a juſt Eſtimate of Things, we muſt own, that we 
ought to have a quicker Reſentment of Mens open Re- 
bellions againſt God, and their Oppoſition to the Goſpel 


of his Son, than of the Effects of their Enmity againſt 


_ ourſelves, how grievous ſoever, ſo far as theſe can poſli- 
bly fall under a diſtin& Conſideration. Such a Senſe of 


things is, I rear, much wanting among us, which is an 
ominous Preſage; I fought for a Man among them that 
before me for 


ap 
the Land, that I ſhould not 40405 it, but 1 found none; 
therefore have I poured out my Ind ig nat ion upon them, &o. 
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and N 4 7 11. Let theſe Confiderations provoke us unto the Practice 


ther bf ſo ſeaſonable a Du 7). x5 ger : 
vito- Fi, Keethren, now is the time for you to quit your- 1 Cor. 


F ſelves like Chriſtians. If ever you would be Serviceable 16. 13. 
too to tbe Church, if you have an) Compaſſion towards 
are- Poſterity, and defire that your Children after you ſhould! 
its; be inftruced in the Knowledge of God, and Doctrine or 
Salvation, now is the time to improve your Intereſt 
with God thro? our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. TY | 
of the Lord now weep before him let the People be gathered Joel. 2. 
 rogether, the Congregation ſantified, the Elders aſſembled, 76 1+ 58, 
with the Children, and let them ſay, Spare thy People, O Lord, | 
ent and give not thy Heritage to Reproach, & c. 3 
lars Ide Sins of the Land cry aloud for Vengeance, let 
and , our repeated Prayers plead for Mercy. Who can with- 
out Amazement and Grief, ſee Men force the Indigna- 
of tion of Heaven, and extort Severities from a God of 
all Patience? If Chriſt's Honour be thus buried in the 
mes © Daft, let us embalm it with our Tears, and figh after 
uſ- é its Reſurre&ion.” Be daily Suppliants at the Throne 
by _ of Grace tor expiring Godlineſs, and be mindful of 
igt Sion, and mournful for her Diſtreſſes; who knows but 
hat be may hear your Prayers? Tho? the Witneſſes prophecy = 
eſo | in Sackcloth, yet they have great Power with God, &c. and Rev. 11. 
1 : | x HR 5 
but the Return of their Prayers may prove the Confuſion of 5, 6. 
lia- their Adverſaries; God may be prevail'd with to infa- 
hat tuate the Counſels, and cruſh the Power of the Enemies 
of. of true Religion, whatever Succeſs they may promiſe 


Jan _ themſelves. „„ | 5 

of Let it not offend your Patience, if I be earneſt with 

ore you on this Head: The utmoſt of our Zeal can't come 

ds, up to the merits of the Cauſe. Ts it a time, think you, 

2 2 do be at Eaſe, when the Voice of our Sins reacheth Hea- 

ins ven, and the [Judgments of God are abroad in the Earth? 

de- When ſuch Cad Symptoms are upon us? when under a 

les, Form of Godlineſs, the Truth and Power thereof is ma- 

ha- ligned and oppoſed, and an Antichriſtian Spirit rageth 

to in the World? Where can we caſt our Eyes, and not 
ſiee the ruinous State of the Churches of God, as to all! 

vifible Defence about their Glory ? — Abroad the Sword Lam. 1. 


peel bereaveth, at Home there is as Death. — 20, 21. 
nſt Not to mention the State of the Churches in the 
{ſſi- Southern and Eaftern Parts of the World (ſome of which, 

of by the bye; have. more Hnmanity ſhewn them from the 


an | Mabonietans, than many amongſt us would ſhew to Diſ- 
hat | 0 ſeating Proteſtants) matiy Churches that made a glorious 
for >: Profefſionof the Reform'd Religion, in the laſt Age, are 
nov ſubjected tothe Antichriſtian Yoke, and others have 


2 
222 


been utterly deſtroy'd; - "Doe e Nr wotain the N = 
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h Proteſtants abroad, are in moſt deplonable Circum- 


ſtances, ſome of them conſuming and devouring one 


another, and the reſt ſurrounded on all hands with bloody 
Perſecutors, and ſtrong Confederacies enter'd. into to 
raze out their very Names. 


f 
And how ſad is the Appearance at Home, when ſo 
many Inſtances of Infidelity, Hereſies, and Immorali- 
fles, call tor the Vengeance of Heaven? when a lyin 
malignant Spirit is rampant throughout the Land, Re- 
formation is vigorouſly oppos'd, our Diviſions and Di- 
ſtradions are daily encreas'd, our moſt natural Privi- 
leges invaded, and a Popiſh Pretender, who has the moſt 
folemn and repeated Engagements of ſome of the grea- 


teſt Powers in Europe to aſſiſt him, watching the firſk 
pportunity to compleat and perpetuate our Miferies ? 


This is a formidable Proſpect, and muſt awaken all 


thoſe who are not under the power of a ſpiritual Lethargyg 
to Humiliation and Prayer. | : 


III. In all our Pleadings, Let ws draw our Encourage- 
ments from God only, through the Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Curſed is the Man that truſteth in Man,, or makcth Fleſip 


bis Arm, for he ſhall be like the Heath in the Defart, and hal | 


not ſee when Good cometh ; but Bleſſed is the Man that truſt- 
eth in the Lord, and whofe Hope the Lord is, Ic. The 


Hoſ. 14.3. Church renounces all other Saviours; Aſbur ſhall not ſave 


us, for in thee the Fatherlefs findeth Mercy. Let us pray 


believingly, confeſſing our own Unworthigeſs, and truſt. i} 
ing to the Merits and Mercies of our Redeemer. Daniels 


rayer doth well become us. We have no other Argu- 


ments but what we draw from God's Mercy, and the 


Z Bowels of his Son: And theſe will furniſh us with a 


moſt effe&ual Plea ; herein we plead his own Glory, the 
glorious Manifeſtation of his Attributes, and the Ac- 
Sompliſhment of his Promiſes. ed 


— 


It is Faith in him that will add a real Fervency unto 


our Petitions, and ſtay our Souls in a holy Recumbence 
upon God. This will quicken our Hope, notwithſtand- 


ing.rhe moſt thzeatning Appearances, when we have this 1 
Divine Conſideration to hearten us, I ye as& any thing 


"= 


in my Name, I will do it, &5c. It might abate our Confi- 


. dence to conſider a Dehige of Impiety overſpreads the 


Land, but that God's Ways are not our Ways; and fo 
boundleſs is his Mercy, that our Thoughts can't reach un. 


to it. There is ſtill Hope for a Praying, Returning Pev- 
ple. Tho? as to viſible Cauſes, Natural, and Moral, our 


Caſe ſeems to be deſperate, yet if we look beyond thefe 
Clouds to that Inviſible Head of Providence, that drre&ts 


and governs all Things, we fhall find Engouzagements e- 
no to ceviye our dropping Hopes E 


— 


* 


9 8 
Ne It would be an Argument of Unbelief, or Unacquain: 
dy tedneſs with the uſual Method of God's Oeconomy, in 

to Dany, :o think that we ſhall altogether eſcape Divine 

© Judgments 3 Shall I not viſit for theſe things, ſaith the Lord, Jer. 5. 9. 

2 140 not my Soul be avenged upon ſuch a Nation as this ? But 

in what way ſoever he deſigus to Eaſe himſelf upon his 

Ng Adverſaries, whether by his own Hand immediately, or 

de- dy giving them up into the Hands or others, yet we have _ 

i- cCauſe to hope that he will not make a full End, or utterly 1 - 

1 forfake a People called by his Name. In that Day (that 1 

oft is, when he puniſhes the Diſobedient and Impenitent, 

cas "when the Crown of Pride, and the Drunkards of Ephraim ſhall 5 

rk ze zrodden under feet, In that Day) Hall the Lord of Hoſts Iſa. 28. 

* e for a Crown of Gloiy, and for a Diadem of Beauty unto 15. 

all be Reſidue of his 7 The Words originally concern; = 

9 the Kingdoms of Iſrael and Judah ; the Prophet having 
dleenodunced Indgments agatuſt all the Ten Tribes, by the 
Hands of the / ians, for their Pride, Lewdneſs, and fal- 

ge- ling in with the Cuſtoms of Idolaters, he comforts thoſe 

X of Judah, who more ſtrictly and religiouſly adhered to 

4% the Truth and Purity of God's Ways and Ordinances, 

als - with promiſes of God's eſpecial Preſence and Protection. 

Whatever things were written aforetime, were written for our Rom. 15. 4 
he Learning, that we through Patience and Comfort of the Scrip= - 
vs ures might bave Hope, ©. 5 
ay Let us not therefore miſtruſt the Power or dishelieve the 
.- Promiſes of God, Let us look unto Him who is the Cap- 

l's | tainof our Salvation. It is Weakneſs to admit of Fear 

u- under his Banner; Who art thou that thou ſhouldft be afraid Iſa. 5 . 

he of a Man, and forgetteſt the Lord thy Maker? How pow- 12, 13» 

@ _erful and wrathful ſoever the Enemy be, tho nothing, 

he humanely ſpeaking, can ſtand before them, they are not ” 

2 Match for Omnipot ence, which can in a Moment cut off Pf. 76. ult. 
Ihe Spirit of Princes. He that hath ſhut up the Sea with 


to Bars and Doors, and ſaid, hitherto ſpalt thou come, and no Job 38. 
ce further, can check their Progreſs : The moſt tempeſtuous be 44 . 
d- Waves know their Limits, and are beaten back into Jer: 5 22. 


Us Foam: Thus he will reſtrain the Wrath of Man, and ſufferPl, 76. 10. 
7 no more of it to break out than ſhall accompliſh his 
fi- _ Praiſe and Purpoſe. 5 „ 
If our Supplications are animated with this Confi- 
. * dence, God will hear us; For the Oppreſion of the Pooy, Context 
For the Sighing of the Needy 3 wow will T riſe up, ſaith Jeho- v. 5. 
JY * vah, Twill ſet him in Safety, he (hall have Breathing. And 
ur tho for a while he may ſuffer our Adverſaries to prevail 
fe » againſt us, and feed us with the Bread of Tears, even this 
* 1 _ turn to our Advantage, and become our Privi- 
- x ge | | ws 
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This Spirit of Faith will fortify our Minds under the 


darkeſt Apprehenſions; baniſh all flaviſh Fear of Men 


x Joh. 4. and Devils from us, and give us Boldneſs in a Day of | 


Judgment or Perſecution, it we are counted worthy to 
ſuffer for the Cauſe of Chriſt : And whatever Conſtancy 
of Mind ſome may boaſt of, from Natural or Philoſo- 
phical Principles, yet only that Soul that exerts a firm 
Truſt on a reconciled God, is indeed prepared for all Ad- 


vc 112.7. ventures: He ſhall not be afraid of evil Tydings, his Heart 


© 


membrance. 


25 fixed, truſting in the Lord: Such Trials may come as 
will defeat the greateſt Bravery ; but there is in this 


Nredneſs of Faith, join'd with a fincere Conſcience, ſuch 
2 Fort of Peace and Tranquility, againſt which the Gates 


of Hell ſhall not be able to prevail. 


=. Unto our fervent Prayers, Let us, in our ſeveral 
Places and Relations, join our beſt Endeavours to recover 
whe Truth and Power of Godlineſs, and ofpoſe the ſpreading of 


Vice and Error. 


Our Circumſtances will not allow us to act but in a 
narrow Sphere, in compariſon with thoſe who have all 
the Advantages of Power and Authority on their fide ; 

but this will not excuſe the neglect of our reſpective 
' Duties: When Magiſtrates approve themſelves to be Mi- 


niſters of God, in being a Terror to Evil-doers, and encou- 
raging them that Fear the Lord, they become a Publick 


Bleſſing, as when they act otherwiſe they are a great 
Judgment and Curſe upon a Land. But ſuch are not 


within Reach of our Exhortation, and therefore we muſt 


mind what is incumbent upon ourſelves. 


I ſhall take the Freedom to ſhut up this Diſcourſe in 
an Addreſs to Miniſters, and to private Chriſtians. 


I. I make bold to Addreſs to you, my Reverend Fathers 


and Brethren, not to Dictate or Inſtruqt yeu in your 
Duty (For it is more proper for Days to ſpeak, and for mul- 
 Titude of Years 10 teach Wiſdom) but to put you in Re- 


You ſee, my Brethren, the Age is become ſo corrupt, 
that the Argument of the Text is literally accompliſh'd 
in our Day; and notwithRanding all our Boaſts of a 


Rev. 2. 4. Reformation, we bave ſo ſcandalouſly left our firſt Love, 
© that the greateſt part among us are aſham'd of thoſe 
Divine Truths which in the beginning of the Reforma- 


tion were the Characteriſticks of a ſound Proteſtant. We 
muſt not be Indifferent Spectators of theſe Scenes, but 


 ferioufly lay to Heart the general Defection from Goſpel 


Prinviples, the almoſt total Declenſiou from the- Laws of 
Chriſts Houſe, by thoſe who glory in the Babel . | 
| — — — — 
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the hape erected to his Diſhonour. The prevailing of Irre- 
Men ligion and Profaneneſs, and the mighty Oppoſition which 
y of . is made againft thoſe Doctrines that are the Rule and 
to *Meaſure of our Faith. Nor is it enough that we have 
ncy an inward Senſe of theſe things, but we muſt ſet our 
oſo- Faces like @ Flint, in an open Defiance of them. It was 
rm z part or the commendable Character of the Angel of 
Ad- the Churcb of Epheſus, I know thy Works, and thy Laboe, g 4 5 
ſeart and thy Patience, (or, by an Hendiachs, + thy Patience ink. » 
& aS Labour) and bow thou canſt not bear ihew which are evil: | 
this * This Zeal for pure and undefiled Religion, and againſt 
ſuch the Heretical Opinions, and vile Practices of errone- 
ates ous and wicked Men, with an unwearied Diligence in 
propagating the Fazth, which they ſeek to overthrow, 
| is what all Miniſters ſhould endeavour after. LT 
eral And in this we muſt labour with Patience. We muſt 
over © affertand vindicate the Reform'd Religion, againſt the 
g of _ Corruptions of the pretended Church of Rome; and 
. that, the more vigorcuſly, becauſe, as one of our Eccle - 
In 4 fliaſtical Rulers has lately obſerv'd, others are remils in 
e all this Matter, * '** Put if our Zeal, ſaith he, in Point of _ 
ide; © Conformity ſe ems ioo ſtrong, there is too great Reaſon 19 
tive ee ſſpeck many of much Zenl with Relation 10 Popery, h that 
Mi- 4 35 our ſtanding Enemy, perpetually imploy'd im working cur 
Ou * Ruin, with many Hands and much Heat, while we ſcem 
lick ce tobe in a State of Indolence and Inſenſibiliiy on that Side. 
Treat We muft alſo oppoſe the abominable Tenets of Socinians 
not and Pelagrans Atheiſts, Deiſis and Arminians, ſenſeleſs 
muſt Enthuſaſts, and carnal Zz'ertznes;, for this fore Travel 
5 hath che A poſtacy of the preſent Age given to the Mi- 
e in niſters of the Goſpel to be exerciſcd withal. I would 
| not provoke any to liſt themſelves among the Diſputers 
of this World, which ſome are forward to do of their own 
thers accord, when it would be more for their Credit to lay 
Our out their Meaſure of Talents another way; much leſs 
mul. am I for angry Debates in the Pulpit; cur Work and 
Re- Charge is, 10 ſhew unto Men the Way of Salvation, not to 
| infla me their Spirits with needleſs Controverſies, or fill 
upt, their Heads with empty Specu ations, and Str/fes about | 
ſh'd Words, to no Profit, but to the ſubverting of the Hearers 4 2 Tim. 
OF a But the Fundamentals of the Goſpel may be preached up 2, x4, 
.0ve, and cleared, and the oppoſite Errors detected and o-'ẽ - 
hoſe verthrown, in a plain Didactical way, witkout ſeeming 
ma- to handle any point controverfially, Nor muft we al- 
We together baulk Controverſies, when they appear neceſ- 
but fary to vindicate the Truth. 15 
ſpel — — IG — _ — 
e Þ+ Ti & 7 v % Umar Grore | 
— My Lord of Særum s new Preface to the Paſtoral 
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e 
For my own Part, I will expreſs my Thoughts freely 
(tho' with due Submiſſion to better Judgments) that 1 
never expect to ſee a flouriſhing State of Religion among 
Diſſenters (whatever Toleration or outward Protection 
we enjoy) or our Miniſtry render'd powerful in the Con- 
verſion of Sinners unto God, until we exert ourſelves _ 
more earneſtly in Defence of thoſe great Truths of Chrift, 
that are this Day moft ſtruck at by Pelagians and Re- 
 monſtrants, A reverend and learned Author, has upon 
very good Grounds obſerv'd, That ſome of tho Church 
of Eugland, who are furious Maintainers of the Armini- 
an Doctrines, do eaſily flip into thoſe of the Roman Catbo- 
licks, ſuch Effects has a Zeal to be Anti-Catviniſts upon 
ſome Perſons, I would not ſuggeft any thing invidious 
or offenſive, but it is remarkable, That the more any a- 
mong us do verge towards Arminianiſm, the more cold 
and indifferent they are, in ſome of thoſe main Points, 
that are the declared Reaſons of our Diſſent from the 
National Churcft; And, which carries a darker Aſpe&, 
and is now generally obſerv'd, the more Lifeleſs and 
Barren they appear to diſcerning Perſons to be in their 
own Souls, aad the more Unlavory and Uſeleſs to i 
Souls of the more experienc'd and ſerious Chriftians,-. 
If Men recede from the Truths of God, it can't be ex- 
poected they ſhou'd be much influenc'd by his Spirit, It 
15 undeniable, that the Goſpel never flouriſh'd more in 
its Life and Efficacy, than by the Miniſtry of our Re- 
| formers, who unanimouſly condemn'd the Arminian 
Points as Popiſh Errors &: And how fatal the Remme 
ftrant Principles have been to the Power of Godlineſs, 
fince the middle of the laſt Century, is what I doubt 
not but you are very ſenſible of. Have we not Reaſon 
to complain, that the old Puritan Spirit is in a great 
Meaſure loſt among us, and the Pinciples upon which 
thoſe brave Martyrs and Confeſſors ated, too much deſ- 
pis'd by their degenerate Off-/pring? „5 
Ler us therefore ſtand up for the wezghty Matters of 
kne Goſpel, and ſpeak the Things which become ſound Doc- 
trine 4. Let none have Cauſe to ſay, that our Sermons. 
conſiſt chiefly of the Dictates and Duties of meer Natu- 
ral Religion, whilſt we are very ſhy in aſſerting the 
Principles of the Grace of God, whereby we muft be 
ſa ved. I hope we are all agreed in this, that we muſt 
inſiſt on Chriſtian Duties, as well as Priviledges: We 
mu + not think that the Grace of the Goſpel exempts 
any from Obedience to the preceptive part of God's Law, 


* 


* See Dr. Wille“ e Synopſis of Popery, 5 Edit. = Book, 
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"as taken off from a Covenant of Works, and made a Rule 
of Life unto Believers; for that would be to Deſtroy all 
Keligion and Virtue, nor can any Thing be ſuę geſted 
more Repugnant and Diſhonourable to the Grace of God, 
done great End of which is, to Write theſe Laws in our + Jer. 32. 
" Hears, and to enable us to conform unto them in our 40. 
Lives : But it is certain that Moral Duties come with Ezeb. 36. 
| ones Force and Conviction, when they are deduc'd from 25,26, 27. 


7 


| Evangelical Principles, and urg'd upon Gofpel Motives. j,þ 8.19. 
The moſt effe&ual way to Preach down Vice aud Immora- 
li, is, to Preach up the San@ification of the Spirit, and 

to ſhew zom the Scriptures, the Neceſity and Fruits 


eG 
„We onght, in a ſpecial Manner, to Inſtrut and Cate- 


59 and Admonit ion of the Lord *; as they have the frequency » Epb. 8. 
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5 before they are poyſon'd with contracted Habits ot t 


1 
U 
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Y '” Natural Tempers and Capacities, have the greateſt Au- 

, 38 

bor however Barbarous and Unrighteous it may bein Meng, 
to whom we have given no Provocation, to deprive 
us of that invaluable Privilege, which Originally and 
1 Naturally belongs to us as Meu, and which God has 
1 made our immediate and indiſpenſible Duty as Chri- 
ſtians, namely, to bring up our Children in that 
9 which we profeſs and eſteem as moſt agreeable to 


King to deſtroy Proteſtantiſm). Vet we can't but 
acknowledge that God is juſt in permitting Men to — 


.t‚ Wo I FL 1 9-00-07 
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2 Tim. 1. 


us of thit Liberty of Educating our Children, whi | 
we 1mprov'd to ſo little Advantage when we enjoy'd | | 
That which renders this Reſtraint more 


Go 


grievougy 


to us, and the farther Views and Deſigns of it more 
ſuſpicious in themſelves, is, that it ſtrikes in a f 


 mannet at the Fembly*s Catechiſm, which all the Reform'd 


Churches Iook upon, as the molt excellent and unexcep- 


tionable Summary of the Chriſtian Faith, that is extant 


in the World: Something might be alledg'd for pro- 


hibiting School-Maſters and Miſtreſſes to teggh that 
Form of ſound Words\|, if it had any Thing 


in it Repug- 


nant to the Doctrinal Articles of the Natio 
or contain'd any Refletions uf 
Polity, but this can't be pretended; ſo that the very 
Doctrines of the Goſpel aſſerted and explain'd therein 
ſeem to belevelPd at, which can gratify none but Papiſts 


and Arminians, and ſuch as are tor changing their own 


Church, 
Fc leſiaſtical 


Articles and Homilies, and rendering them more compli- 
ant to the Romiſh. Principles. This ſhould be a powerful _ 
Argument to induce us to double our Diligence for the. 

Time to come, in Explaining the great Truths of the 


Goſpel to young People, in the familiar Way of Cate» 


chiaiyg, whereby they may be more capable to under- 


_ ſtand what we Preach : Eſpecially, conſidering the groſs 


| Ignorance of the Scriptures, 
_ over the whole Land, _ 
A A Right Reverend Perſon, 
_ Ornaments of the Church of England, has disbuxden'd 
his Grief, by declaring to the World, trom a long Courſe 


of Experience and Obſervation, * * That the much greater 
Part of thoſe who come for Ordmations and Inflitutwns , 
are Ignorant of the plaineſt Parts of Scripture, (0 that 
they can give no Account, or at leaſt a very Imperfet 
one of the Contents even of the Goſpels; and that their 
Ignorance is ſuch, that in a well regulated State of Things; 


cc 
cc 
40 
cc 
cc 


that has ſpread it ſelf 
and one of the brighteſt 


et hey would not appear knowing enough to be admitted to the 


Hoy Sacrament, But ought, conſequently, according 


to the Practice or the Primitive Church, to be ranked 
among the Catechumens; which that Reverend Author 


miglit have in View, when in the ſame Place he tells 


us, That many of them can't give a tolerable Account 


cc 


* 


even of the Catechiſm it ſelf, how ſhort and plain ſo 
ever. And in the next Page complains, In what a Caſe 
when. ſo groſs an Tgnorance. in the Funda- 
mentals of Religion has ſpread it ſelf ſo much among thoſe | 
ht to teach others, and yet need that one teach them 


Wa 


* Biſhop Bnrnet's Ne 


Rae 47 57 65 7 


2 


ch. © 7} This, that great Man Declares to be the Sulject of 

yd bis Secret Mournings ; and what his Lordſhip ſays, Thoſe 

ug Candidates for the Miniſtry © alledge in excuſe of their 

ore * Ignorance, viz. That their Tutors in the Univerſities never 

ial „ mention the Reading of the Scriptures to them, does 

md not, if true, mend the Matter. Such a Report was 

ep- never brought upon Diſſenting Academtes, by thoſe who 

int have been Educated in them. f LE | 
o And tho' the Biſhop is pleas'd charitably to hint, that 

hat thoſe whq are thus Ignorant of the plaineſt Parts of 

7. Scripture, are vet Virtuous and Moral, when he ſub- 

ch, joyns, © That Clamours of Scandal in any of the Clergy are 

cal “not frequent; yet this ſeems neither to agree with, the 

ery _ common Obſervation of Mankind, nor with many of 

ein the Particulars which his Lordſhip Charges upon thoſe 

ifs Clergymen in the ſame excellent Pertormance. Scandals 

wi in ſuch Men, are as inſeperable from groſs Ignorance of 

li- the Scriptures, as that is incompatiable with Chriſtian 

ful Virtue. Without Knowledge the Heart 3s not Good. The : 
the. Aspoſile lays the Vile Practices of the Heathen, upon 

the | he Ignorance that was in them, and the Blindneſs of their 

tes Heart f, Se. And he obſerves elſewhere, They that be f Eph. 4. 
er- * Drunken, are Drunken in the Night *, where [the Night) is 18, 1. 
oſs to be taken Metaphorically ; ſo that the obvious Senſe is, # x Theſ. 
elf that when Mens Minds are benighted, and their Judg- 5, 7. 
ments perverted with Ignorance and Error, they will 
eſt give up themſelves ſecurely, and without Remorſe (as 

1'd is uſual in a State of Darkneſs) to Intemperance and 

als Mother Vices. he a | | 
ter Who would commit their Souls to the Conduct of 

ons Blind Guides, as that learned Prelate complains ot, 

bat _ whilſt there is ſo much as a Tileration to read the 
et _ Scriptures ? O my Soul, come not thou into their Secret, unto _ 
er heir Aſſembly, mine Honour, be not thou united! 

255 The Uſe we ought to make of all this, is, by a cons 

the _ fant Application to Study, eſpecially of the Scriptures, 

ng and an unwearied Diligence in Diſcharging the ſeveral 

ed Parts of our Function, towards young and old, to diſ- 

or Cover that we have another Senſe of the great Weight and 

ls Importance of the Miniſterial Office. And one way to 

mt 440 this, will be, by taking ſpecial Care to Inform the 


Jo Minds of young People, by opening unto them in the 
aſs _ *aoſt eaſy Way, the Fundamentals of our Religion; and 


la- oy Endeavourins to obviate the Impreſſions and Preju- 
oſe  iices they may be in Danger to Receive from the 
am Errors and Corruptions of the Age. God beſtows his 


+ Grace in a Soveraign Way, without Jas a+ to Humane 
py Inducements, how, and on whom he pleaſes ʒ bug this by | Rom. 9. 
2 wt mon — the 1516, 18. 
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of their Cauſe, to cheriſh Darkneſs and Profauenefs. 


Union among ourſelves, 
Threatens us, calls for this in a peculiar Manner. We 
may obſerve from fad Experience, that Quarrrls and 
Animoſities amongſt us will be attended with many 


of our own Minds. Therefore, where any ſuch Conten- 
tions are, let us ſtrive by all Acts and Offices of Love 


* Hal. cord, which is ſo amiable * a Part of our Chriſtian Pro- 
C33- feſſion. An exact Agreement in Things of leſſer Mo- 
8 ment, is not to be expected in this State, where we know 

but in Tart; but when we agree in all the Eſſentials of 

Chriſtianity, have the ſame Faith and Holineſs, the ſame 
Kind of Worſhip, acknowledge no other Rule of Doc- 
trine and Diſcipline than the Came Word of God, bear a 
like Teſtimony againſt Humane Innovations and Im- 
Ppoſitions in Matters of Religion, and upon that Ac- 
count have the ſame Adverſaries; tho' we have different 

Sentiments about ſome Points that do not affect the 
Power of Godlineſs, or think diverfly of the Meaning 


of ſome diſyutable Texts of Scripture that relate to 


external Order ; this ought not in the leaſt to break the 


Harmony of our Affections, or keep up a Diſt inction of |, 
ſome 4rrfully improve to very ill Pure | 


Names, which 
S 


"L&C us then Study the Things that make for PEACE, and 
_ £onjidey one another to provoke unto LOVE. The utmoſt of 


our Ardor this Way, can't come up to the Vehemency 

of Scripture Language. What Temper can be fo ſour 

and ſpiteful as to Refiſt the Force and Eloquence of the 

Apoſtles Obteſtation? If tbere be any Conſolation in Chriſt, 

| if any Comfort of Love, if any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if 
Phil. 2. any Bowels and Mercics; , f ye my Foy, that ye be like 


 1,2,3&, Hinded, having the ſame Love, being of one Accord, of one 


ind, (concurring together to promote the ſame Inteieſt 
and Kingdom of Chriſt :) Let nothing be done thro Strife 
or Vain Glory (Affection of Applauſe, or Self ſeeking) 
but in low ine ſs of Mind; Let each Eſteem other better than 
themſelves. This is the Genuine Spirit of the gage! 3 
ns oppoſite Temper the very Bane of Chriſtian 
Ove. | 


The ſcvere 


Eehaviour towards thoſe from whom we Difſent, 
— COTE — Treatment 


other Evils, and be a great Hindrance to the Succeſs of 
the Goſpel, as well as ubſtru the peace and compoſure 


to remove them, and recover that unanimity and con- 


Prudence and Religion cal! for Circumſpection in our 


the Divine Bleſſing, will do much to defeat the Deſigus F 
of thoſe, who may think it expedient, for the ſupport | 


We ought alſo, my Brethien, to cultivate Love and | 
The common Danger that 


25 
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73 
BY 


| ferent, and we believe to be Sinful. But let none of theſe 


; Treatment we have of late met with, and the farther 
Miſchicrs deſign'd againſt us, if an extraordinary Provi- 
dence does not interpoſe, will give occaſion for the Ex- 
*erciſe of Charity, Patience, and Long-ſuffering; which is 
what our preſent Circumſtances do in a ſpecial mannet 
require, that we be not overcome of Evil, but overcome Evil 


vit Good. The Servants of God have in all Generations 
been attach'd with unjuſt Cenſures and vile Reproaches, nor 


has any paffed wherein they have have not undergone the 
Ferſecutious of an enraged World. Let us not be ſurpriz'd 
or diſcourag'd that this is of Caſe, but let us Kejoice, A 


tat we are counted worthy to ſuffer Shame, and other Out- 


ragessfor the Cauſe of Chriſt, and be in nothing terrified by Phil. 1. 
our Aqverſaries. The moſt eminent Graces and Dunes of 28, 29. 
Chriſtianity are calculated for Times of Tryal and Suffer- 


. 21g, which ſhews that the Author of our Faith never defisn'd' 


ing in their Reflections. 


a 
5 5 
YE 


his true Diſciples ſhould partake much, or long of the 


\ Friendſhip of this World, 


It muit needs be ungrateful to Fleſh and Blood, to 


ſee ourſelves made 0e Song of Drunkards, and a Spectacle 
ol Contempt to ill Men and Fools; but Grace will cor- 
rect all immoderate Paſſions, and undue Reſentments. It 
is ſomething hard, that our Minflry ſhould be expos'd as 
Izjlliterate *, when we ate deny'd the Means of a learned 
-- Education, by ſuppreſſing our Schools and Academies 5; 
(tha', by the bye, I hope this Imputation will hence- 
forth be dropt, ſeeing it appears our Learning is not ſo 
Contemptible, but that it renders us Formidable to thoſe 
Wbo refolve, whether we will or no, to be our Adverſa- 
vies; not to mention that Perſons of the meaneſt Furni- 
.__ Ture among us, both as to Lear ning, and other Miniſterial 
Qualiſcations, have had an eaſy Acceſs into the Miniſtry 

ot the Church of England, by ſubmitting only to the 


Ceremony of a Biſhop's Hands, which' makes a Man 
neither Viſer nor Better than he was before; whereas Ws 


ſhould look upon it as Diſorderly, to allow the Privilege 


of Communicants to any, in our Congregations, that be- 
tray ſo much Ignorance in the Scriptures, as my Lord of 
Sarum ſays, the greateſt part of thoſe who come for Or- 
dinations and Inſtitutions among them, do% And that the 


whole Body of our People ſhould be treated as Schiſma- 


zicks, becauſe there is not an external Communion in 
thoſe things, which.themſelyes acknowledge to be Indif- 


* Perhaps Wells, Hoadly, Bennet, and other Champions 


on the Prelatical Side, will adriſe them to be more ſpar- 
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ch. 11.18 


things move us; let our Meekneſs and Penceableneſs, our 
humble, Holy and inoffenſive Carriage, our conſtant Aiten- 
dance on the Work of our great Lord and Maſter, our duti- 
ful Reſpect to our Super iors, and diſtinguiſh'd Zea! for the 


Succeſſion in the Illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover, with our 


unſhaken Steadfaſtneſs to our Profeſſion, witneſs for us, that 


we have greater things in view, than the Applauſe or 


Smites of a vain World, and that its Diſdain can neither 
diſpirit nor provoke us. 5 
If our Conduct may thus plead for us, we need not 


much regard the furious Clamours of thoſe who declaim 


againſt us as Schiſmaticks, when they will part with no- 


thing to make up the Breach, but do all they can to 


keep up the Wall of Separation, Thoſe angry Gentlemen 


who harp ſo much upon this String, do greatly betray 7 


their Ignorance or Partiality. We are willing to be 
tryed by the Scriptures, and to ſtand or tall according to 
what they determine and exemplify in'the Caſe of Schiſm || ; 


and if they decline this Standard, we need not trouble 


ourſelves much with any other Notion they may, tor 
their, own Ends, aſſign thereof. Nothing is properly 
Schiſm in a Religious Senſe, but what bears reſpect to ſome 


- expreſs Law or Tujiitution of Chriſt 3 but if Men reject 
this Account of it, as jejune, and not fuited to their 


Intereſt, and call every thing Schiſm that does not jump 
with, or diſagrees from their own Eſtab!iſpments and Cuſ- 
zoms, how remote ſoever they be from having any clear 
Foundation in the Word of God, a thouſand ſuch Char- 


ges will not affect the Conſcience, or faſten the Guilt of ep 


Real Schiſm on any; however it may ſnew what an Anti- 
Evangelical Spirit they are acted by, who condemn all Men 
as Schiſmaticks, whoſe Conſciences are not of the ſame 
Maze and Size with ther pwn one oo 

The moſt common Definition of Schiſm, among Pro- 
teſtants, is, That *tis a cauſeleſs Separation trom the True 
Church. This ſuppoſes that all Separation is not Schiſ- 
matical, but only that which is without juſt Cauſe : And 


it is agreed upon by ſome of the moſt valuable Doctors of 


the Church of England ; as well as the generality of _ 
other Reform'd Divines, That the Impoſition of any unlaw- _ 


Ful or fuſpected Practices, upon the Conſtiences of Men, 


as Terms of Communion, is a juſt and lawful Cauſe of Se- 


* 2 — — 
4 — 


+ Chillingworth in his Preface to the Author of Charity 
Maintain'd. Biſhop Burnet's Diſcourſes to the Clergy t 
the Dioceſe of Sarum, p. 269, See Dr. Edward's Theol. 

m. Vol. 1. p. 752 534 54% 


paration Þ 


paration from any Church. The Learned Biſhop Sliling- 


Ws.  * 9 
$I #N 1.45 
lf” f * 
Ee 


en- fleet determines, that here any Church, retaining Pu - 
Utt- « yity of Doctrine, doth require the owning of, and conforms 
the « ing to any unlawful or ſuſpected Fractice, Men may Ilawful- 
our % deny Conformity to, and Communion with that Church, 
hat without incurring the Guilt of Schiſm.“ It is true, he 


ot expreſſes himſelf in the ſame place ſomething doubttul- 


her ly, whether in ſuch Cafes Men may erect New Churches, 
tho? they may withdraw; but there is no ground tor any 
not ſuch Scruple ; tor, it ſuch Impoſing Churches will allow 
im Communion to none but ſuch as contorm to thoſe Prac- 
no- "tices which are ſuppoſed to be unlawful or ſuſpected, they 
to muſt be altogether without publick Ordinances, or con- 
nen ititute themſelves into orderly Churches, according to the 
ray ' Will of Chriſt, that cannot ſo conform. 8 
be It is not controverted among Sober Proteſtant s, whether 
to private Chriſtians ſhall judge, fo far as concerns the Re- 
2 gulation of their own Practice, of the lawfulneſs or un- 
ble lan fulneſs of what any Church may require of its Men- 
tor ers as Terms of Communion. Some indeed would a- 
ly bridge us of this Liberty, and plead, that there is ſome- 
ne thing like a publick Conſcience, by which, as by a Primum 
ect Mobile, the Conſciences of all particular Perſons muſt be 
eit acdted and determin'd ; that private Chriſtians muſt not 
np judge in Matters of Religion, ſo as that their Judgment 
uſ- _, ſhould influence their Nactice; but that whatever thetr 
ar own Convictions are, and what grounds ſoever they are 
ir- founded upon, they muſt call things lawful and unlawful, 
of according to the Determinations of thoſe whole Couſci- 
i= ences muſt govern theirs. But where this Public Con- 
en ſcience, to which we muſt pay ſuch Devotion, is lodged, 
me is not agreed upon; ſome ſay it is in the Ppe, others 
affirm it is the Prerogative of the Civil Mag iſtrate; but I 
o- think this Opinion has not many Votaries, of late, a 
me __ mong the Prelatiſts ; and therefore the generality of thoie 
iſa among us, who are of this Perſwaſion, will have 1t, that 
nd the Kepreſentatives of the National Church aſſembled in 
of Condocation, are the only meet Subjects of this com- 
of mon Conſcience, But it falls out, that the greateſt part of 
w. the Biſßſops, and the moſt Learned and Judicious of the 
n, Inferior Clergy, do utterly reject any Share to it, and, in 
e- their Writings at leaſt, aſſert the Liberty of Chriſtians 
to judge ſor themſelves : So that the Highſyers, tor ought 
; I fee, muſt appropriate this publick Conſcience to them- 
„% ſelves, or give it back to the Pope, from whom they 
35 borrow'd it, and who may become ſo large a Conſcience as 
WM. | | 


well as any. 


* 


But 
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But wherever it is, We are not concern'd with it. 
We own no other Head of Rule and Government unto _ 
the Church, but Ch-i/? himſelf. As we are Men, and in 
our Civil Capacities and Relations, we are willingly ſub=- 
jet unto our Civ! Rulers, and are more hearty Friends 
unto the preſent Government, and the Frinriples upon 
which it is founded, than ſome of our moſt inveterate 
Enemies would have us to be: Of this our untainted 
Loyalty to our Sovereign, and Zeal againſt all Popiſh Pre- 
_ renders, is a ſtanding, Witneſs, But as we are Chrifti- 
ans, and in the Matters of our God, we acknowledge no 
* Tfa, 33. Other Lamgiver or Fudge * than ſeſus Chriſt, We be- 
22. lieve that he has perfectly fix d all things that belong to 
Jam. 4. the Rule and Government of his Houſe, and the Vorſpip 
12. of God therein. We dare not impeach his Viſdom and 
I Iſa. 11. Fazthfulneſs |, fo as to aſſert with the Tapiſts, that his 
2, 5. Laws are defet:ve, that he hath not inſtituted all things 
Heb. 3. 2, zeedful, convenient or decent, for the right Diſcharge of 
„ that Worſhip and Obedience that is requir'd of Believers; 
or that he hath zmpowr'd any to make what Additiont 
they pleaſe unto his Appozntments, or that any ſuch Ad- 
ditions can be for the Advantage of the Church, or ren- 
der its Worſhip and Obedience more perfect, or more ac- 
ceptable unto God, Such Principles, in whole, and in 
Part, we abhor, as the very Spring of the Anti- Chriſti- 
an Tyranny, and Domination. e 
Ihe Paſtors of the Churches are inveſteſt with a Mi- 
niſterial Power under Chriſt; but this does not conſiſt in 
making New Laws, but in publiſhing and interpreting _ 
76oſe that are made; ſo that whatever they, determine, 
it can bind 9 more than as it is back'd with Evidente 
trom Scripture. The Apoſtles themſelves had no ſuch 
Pleni- potent Juriſdiction as ſome of their pretended |, 
. _  Succefſors lay Claim to; they were to teach no other 
* Mat. 28. thing than what Chriſt commanded them *, either in his 
20. own Perſon immediately, or by his Spirit in them, who 
ſhould infallibly guide them into all Truth : According- 
iy they declare, That whatever they delivered unto the 
Churches, they receiv'd from the Lord; and on very re- 
ma rkable Occahons, they diſclaim all Do minton over the 
Faith of Chriſtians : And ſhall Men now a days pretend 
to a more unlimited Commiſſion? are not the Scriptures 
able to make us wiſe unto Salvation, without the Rudi- 
ments of Men? Chriſt commits his Laws, as a ſolemn 
_ truſt, unto the Miniſtry of the Church, to teach them 
to others, but it is his own Authority, and not theirs, 
that gives power unto thoſe Laws to bind the conſcience 3  , 
And there:ore it any pretending to have Authority _ 
. e Chriſt, 


N 
gd 


39 


it. Chriſt, ſhall teach any Heterodox Opinions ||, or impoſe 2 Joh. g. 
1to new Laws and Conſtitutions, relating to the Worſhip of 9. 10. 11. 
in God, or Church Order, that have no Warrant or Foun- 
the dation in God's Word, all thoſe that would acquit them- 
ids ſelves loyah to Chriſt, muſt declare againit ſuch Innovati- 
on ons, and diſown the Authority that enacts or impoſes 
ite them. This Conduct may indeed, expole one to Tem- 
ied poral Sufferings, but the beſt Remedy againſt theſe E- 
„„ Vils, is. bene praparatum Pectus, or a Heart fortified by 
tis. 4 the Breaſt-Piate of Righteouſneſs ||, to endure Hardneſs as a b Eph. 6 
no J good Souldier of Chriſt x. Theſe things are ſo evident, : 
PIR and the Honour of Chriſt, and Salvation of Souls are « 2 Tim. 
to ſo much concern'd in them, that one may think, with- 2, - 
hip out Breach of Charity, he ſcarce deſerves the Name of 
14 © a Chriſtian, who is guided by contrary Principles. 
is Thoſe Laws of Chriſt being reveald in his Word, it 
gs zs our Duty and Priviledge to enquire into them, to 
of __ acquaint our ſelves with them, and act according to 
83 the Convictions we receive from them. To infringe 
17s this Liberty, is the moſt horrid Violation that can 
14. be offered to Reaſonable Creatures, ſeeing without 
n⸗ it, they muſt act either as Brutes or Hypocrites, An 
=. © Zmplicit Belief, and blind Obedience unto the Dictates of 
in __. others, may be of Uſe to ſome Conſtitutions, that want 
2; fſuch Props, and that cannot bear ſcanning, but nothing, 
can be more deſtructive unto true Chriftianity, If our 
lj- ore - Tathers had univerſally acted according to this . 
in Naviſh Maxim, we had never heard of a Reforma- # 


tion from Popery, this i mplicit Belief being the Life and 


. Soul of Anti-Chriſtianiſm. f That which we plead a- 
50 t gainſt the Papiſts (faith the famous Stillingfleet) is, that 
ch © © all Men have Eyes in their Head as well as the Pope, that 
6 „ every one bath a Judicium private Diſcretionis, &c. And 
er zs was hinted, all ſober Proteſtants (of whatever Deno- 
lis mination) do affirm the ſame thing; it being impoſſible 
ho to juſtify the Reformation upon any other Principle, than 
g- by maintaining 2h Liberty, which Chriſt has purchas'd 
re for all his People, But it unhappily falls out, that thoſe 
e ___ who vindicate this Liberty in their Writings, eſpecially 
* Wi againſt the Tapiſts, do, when the Caſe concerns Prote/> 
ig tant Diſſenters, ſhamefully abandon it; or at leaſt the 
* $ only uſeful Conſequence that can be drawn from it, viz. 
li: That Men are bound in Conſcience towards God, to 
m 2 according to their Senſe of things: For it this Principle 
m I be once admitted, ir wholly takes off the Charge of 
5, Wi Schiſim from All conſcientious Diſſenters, Who are fnlly per- 


— Jaded that there are many things in the preſent Nati- 
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onal Eſtabliſhment; that are made Terms of Communi 
on, that are ſo far from being warranted by Scripture, 
that upon the moſt diligent Search, they appear to 
them to claſh therewith, and fo are not only ſuſpected 
by them, but really judg'd to be unlamful. But how 
abſurd is it to own the Premiſes, and yet to deny the 
moſt natural and obvious Conluſion, that can be drawn 
from them? If every one hath a Judicium private Diſ- 
cretz0nis, What juſter Inference can be deduced from it, 
than that this Judgment muft meaſure every ones Prac- 
tice, in thole things Where G and Conſcience are 
immediately concern'd? In a Word, he that doth not 
= according to his own judgment, acts as a Kzave or 
Ideot. 6 | „ 

Upon this Bottom, it appears that the Charge of 

1 Schiſm againſt Proteſtant Diſſemers, is very uncharitable 

(1:1 and unjuſt, to ſay no worſe of it. We believe that ma® 


4-3 


very iuſpicicus, that we can't without thwarting the 
rongeft and cleareſt Convittions of our Minds, con- 
form unto them. We ſee that great Streſs is laid upon 
e vera Uſages, for which no Scripture i, or can be plead- | 
ed. and theſe rather enforc'd with greater Vehemence, : 
than the very Inſtitutions of Chriſt, which is unto us a 
_ great Stumbling Block; many things excepted againſt by 
us, are indifferent in the Opinion of the Impolers, and, 
whether we will or no, we can't help judging the Im- 
poſition of them to be unlawful, yea, the very Ce of _ 
them to be unwarrantable: And we can take God co 
Witneſs, that as far as we know our own Hearts, no- 
thing but the apparent Force of Truth, which we are 
not able to reſiſt, makes us judge thus. And yet atter 
all, muſt we be branded as Schzjpraticts, becauſe we will 
not be Hyprerztes, and, like Men harden'd in Sin, fly in. 
the Face of Conſcience, and ftifle all our Convictions 
and Perſuaſions? A Wickednelſs, which, however it 
might recommend us to the Favour of tome Men, or 
1 6 M skreen us from their Reſentments, would moſt certain- 
1 ly render us odious to the God of Truth, and bring up- 
1 Wh on us his juſt Revenge. . ; 5 
To ſay that our Perſuaſions are groundleſs, will ſigni- 


WRT: | py things in the Conſtitution and Adminiſtration of the 

0 hl | Church of England, ſtand in need of a farther Reforma- 

10 tion; that chere are obvious Declenſion, in it from tge 

N Laws of Chriſt; and we find that many things required 

7% of Miniſters and People as Terms of Communion, are fro © 
10 & 


7: fy nothing, whilſt they appear to us to be well ground. 
ed. It we endeavour to inform ourlelves in the Light 

of God's Word, to overcome all undue Prejudices,, and | 
| | 1e 
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fort our Conviction (which not only Religion, but even 
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L I 


0 weigh and conſider impartially whatever is offer' 


common Prudence would prompt us to, contlidering that 
our Non - Conformity, not only deprives us of all 
Hopes of Preferment, and many valuable Priviledges, 
which otherwiſe we might enjoy, as well as the Reft of 
dur Fellow- Subjects; but expoſes us to Perſecution, and 
many grievous Hardſhips, that Conformity wou'd ex- 
empt us from). If after all we are ſtill diſſatisfied a- 
bout the Lawfulneſs of Ccnforming to the preſent Ef. 
tabliſhment, we can't help it, it is not in our Power to 
to believe what we will, Nullus credit aliquid eſſe verum, 
© quia vult credere id eſſe verum: Nor muſt we ſhake off the 
Bonds of Conſcience, but at according to our Senfe of 
things. And in ſo doing, let our Adverſaries call us 


; | 4 what they will, they will never be able to prove us Schi- 


. * of 


maticks or faſten that Guilt upon us, in the Sight of 

God, or in the Judgment of Impartial Men. And tho 
we are not determin'd in theſe Matters by the Judgment 
of others, yet it is no ſmall Satis fraction to us, that all 
the Reformed Churches have, in the main, the ſame Senſe 


1 of the Controverſies between us and the Church of Exg- 
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that ſuch a Church was not ated by a Spirit of Inpoſition 


land, that we ourſelves have; and many of them have 
ſpoke more freely and ſharply of the Points in debate, 
than it may be convenient for us to do. | 
There are other Reaſons, beſides ſuch Impofitions of 
unlawful or ſuſpeFed Practices, upon the Conſciences of 
Men, that will juſtify a Separation from any particular 
Church in the World, provided that Communion with 
the Catholick Society of Chriſtians be ſtill preſerv'd. If 
a Church becomes groſly corrupt in its Materials, if O. 
cers and Members are fot the moſt part Ignorant in the 
Doctrine of alvation, or Deprav'd in their Principles and 
Morals; if many who are openly Flagitious in their Lives, 


tance and Reformation, allowed the moſt ſicred Privileges 
of Chriſtians, even the Body and Blond of our Lord; if 


their Worſhip degenerates into Formality, or they depart 


from the Rule of God's Worſhip in his Word, or aſſume 
a Power to make what Additions unto the Manner thereof, 


| '1 they pleaſe; if there be a general Defection from the Fun- 
damental Truths of the Goſpel ; ic the Conſtitution or Ad- 


miniſtration of any Church be ſuch as is Inconſiſtent with, 
or altogether without Godly Diſcipline, and Goſpel Order, 


by” or direfly oppoſite to the Rule and Government eſtabliſh'd 
buy Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, &. tho we could ſuppoſe 


ng 


profane Ccoffers at all fericus Godlineſs, and habitually _ 
> gulty of ſcandalous Sins, are without a vifible Repen- 


| 4.2 mw 
and Perſecution, yet in theſe and the like Caſes, it would 
be ſo tar from being Schiſmatical, that it would be a ne- 
ceſſary and preſent Duty of all Chriſtians, who beſng ſen- 
ſible of ſuch deſtructive Evils, ſincerely ſought the Glory * - 
of God, and Salvation of their own Souls, to ſeparate 
from any ſuch Church, tho' ever ſo much aggranatz'd as 
to worldly Emoluments and external Pomp; and to join 
_ themſelves unto other Churches, how poor ſoever in tem- 
poral things, whoſe Miniſtry, Materials, Worſhip, Order, 
and Diſcipline, are more agreeable to the Scripture Stan- 
dard, and where the Ends of Church Communion, in 
| Knowledge, Faith, Love, Holineſs, and other Fruits of the 
Spirit and Grace of Chriſt, may be better anſwer' d. Not 
to ſeparate from ſuch a Church, would be a more aggra- 
vating Sin, in one fully convinc'd of its Corruptions, than 
even real Schiſm itſelt, provided it was not the hyheft de- 
Free of Schitm, in ſeparating from the Catholick Church 
Cimpliciter, by a 2otal and 1rrecoverable Apoſtacy, which 
the Fyadeſtinati are ln no danger of doing. And this Ob- 
ligation to ſeparate, muſt be vaſtly ſtronger, if we ſup- 
poſe that ſuch 4 Church will admit none to her Perſonal 
Communion, without owning, approving of, or ſubmiting 
to ſome of thoſe Evils; or, that ſhe is fo far from al- 
rempting her own Reformation, that ſhe is given to perſecure 
| 155 who bear their Teſtimony againſt her Corruptions. 
And this muſt yet have the tarther Weight, if what Bi- 
ſhop Stillingfleet obſerves, be true, viz. © + That to chooſe 
« aworſe Church before a better, is a damnable Sin 
and that is of Neceſlity to Salvation, to embrace the 
© Communion of the pureſt Churches. It were an eaſy mat- 
ter to ſuppoſe many other Caſes, that not only juſtity, ; 
but require a Separation from particular Churches, as to 
perſonal, local Commun ion. | 
Our Adverſaries can never prove that we diſſent from 
any True Church in the World, in thoſe things that are 
expreſly or directly contain'd in God's Word: And we 
can challenge them to aſſign any one Inſtance, in Scrip- 
zure or Primitive Antiquity, where a Body of Chriſtians 
have been condemn'd as Schiſmaticks, for a Diſſent in thoſe 
things thar were of meer Human Invention or Appoint- 
ment; If they alledge, the Quarrels in the ſecond Cen- 
tury, between the Italian and Aſiatick Churches, about 
the Times of keeping Eaſter, and what followed on them; 
it will make nothing to their purpoſe, and as little for 
the Credit of impoſing Humane Conſtitut ions. The Account 
given of thoſe Differences by Euſebius and Socrates, plain- 
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That that early Attempt of the See of Rome, up- 
on the Liberties of other Churches, (tor the A1y/kery of 


Tniquity was then ſecretly Working, atter the ſubtilty of | 


Satan, and according to the many Predictions that are 


bl 
. 


in the New T eſtament Ot a ſpeedy Departure from the Sim- 


plicity of the Goſpel) was generally condemn'd and de- 
:ſpis'd by the wiſeſt and beſt Men of that Age. And * So- 


crates has an excellent Diſcouiſe of the Liberty of all Chri- 


ſtians in thoſe Things that fall not under a Divine Comand, 


but have their Original from Cuſtom rather than Law, ta 


uſe his Words; among which he Reckons the Obſervation | 


of that Feſtival, with many other Rites and Uſages: And 


he farther ſhews, that an Agreement in the great Truths of 


- the Goſpel, and Eſſentials of Chriſtian Worſhip, and not 


in Ceremonies, was from the Beginning, the Rule and 


Meaſure of the Communion of Churches. 


It it be & bim to Rend, Tear aud Perſecute a great Body 


ef Chriſtians, who, in their ſeveral Gommunitics, ſtrictly 


. adhere to the Scriptures, as the Rule of Doctrine, Worthip 
and Obedience; who are ſound in the Faith, and mith- 
tain no Errors contrary to the Fundamental Truths of the 


- Goſpel, or deſtructive of good Manners , who are ſober and 
* vegular in their Lives; peaceable, and uſeful in all their Re- 
lations; who Reverence all the Ordinances in Chriſt's Houſe 


ho maintain Communion with the univerſal Church, and 
21] particular Churches, fo far as they keep to the Founda- 
tion; and arewilling to live in Peace and Charity with thoſe 
+ from whom they Differ 3 meerly, becauſe they will not 
againſt Conſcience, conform to ſome Rules and Practices 
that are confeſſedly Apocriphal unto the Scriptures : If it 
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de Schifm to ſet up one Party of Chriſtians, ſo as to Refuſe 


Communion with other Societies of Faithful Men, or deny 
them to be true Churches, tho* they have the pure Word of 
God prenchd among them, and the Sacraments duly Mini- 
fired, according to ChriſPs Ordinance, in all thoſe Things that 
of Neceſſity are requiſite to the ſame r; meerly, becauſe they 
have not the ſame Opinion of ſome Kites end Ceremonies, as 
their Neighbours have : If it be Schiſmin any (atter the 
Example of the Factious Donatiſts, whoſe Tumultuous 
Schiſm was grounded upon this Ridiculous Principle, 
That the Being of a Church depended un the Regular Succeſſion | 
of Biſhops) to confine Sacraments and Salvation unto their 
own Parties, to Reject the Miniſhy and Miniſtrations of | 
other Churches as Invalid, and leave them as to federal 
* Tab. -e. 
Church of 
Article, 


—— — — 


— — mad 


Cap. 22. . Which is the Definition the 
Englaud gives Of the viſible Church, in ber 19tb 
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[44 ] F 
Rights upon the Level with Turks and Heathens, or to 3 
(what they Ignorantly call) God's uncovenmnted te 1 


meerly, becauſe they fall not in with their Sentime: ats 


about Eccleſiaſtical Polity, and humanly invented Orders, but 
ſtrive to have Things 1educ'd to the Primitive Pattern : 
If theſe Things, together with Hatred, Wrath, Malice, 
Hackbiting, Lying, Slandering, want of Love, Meekneſs, 
Moderat ion and Charity, contain the Evils that conſlitute the 
Sin of Schiſin, (and if they do not, it will be hard to tell 


what does) then we need not be much at a Loſs to find 
out who are the Schijmaticks; but, God be thanked for 


it, we have no Reaſon to fear that we ourſelves ſhall be 
condemu'd as ſuch, betare that RIGHTEOUS TRIBU- y 


NAL. where Judgment ſhall be given without Rel pect Ly 
W orldly Advantazes. 


My Reverend Fathers and Br en 1 ſhould not have ſo 
much exceeded the Bounds of your Patience, but that 


as a Chriſtian, a Miniſter, and on that breaths after a Refor- 


mation, I judg'd it needful to excite my ſelf and others, 
unto thoſe eſpecial Duties that are Incumbent upon us at 


this Time. I enlarg'd ſo much upon the Point of » 


Schiſm, becauſe the Providence we are under, calls upon 
us to vindicate ourſelves, in the Words of Truth and 
Soberneſs, trom that malicious Charge, whereby the moſt 
unnatural Outrages againſt us are juſtify'd. It with thoſe 
Endeavours, to "oppoſe, in our Places, the prevailing 


Corruptions of the Age, and to propagate Religion, & c. 
we ſhew outſelves Patterns of Good Works, and exemplify 


in our Lives what we Recommend to others; then, Need 


we in Nothing to be aſbanbd, whatever Reproacnes Or In 


PI are caſt upon us. 


. Hic Murus Abeneus eſto 
N 1 emſenre Abi, nulla palleſcere culpa, 


II. As to private Chriſtians. Let all ſuch be ex- 
horted unto the Conſctentions Performance of the ſeveral 


| | Duties already recommended, 


You moſt not mind your own Things only, but thoſe 
alſo of others, eſpecially thoſe wherein the Son, King- 
dom and Intereſt of God are immediately concern'd, 
Humble yourſelves under the Mighty Hand of God. 
Endeavour after a Perſonal and Family Reformation. 
Walk more ctrcumſpetly. Be more frequent and impor- 
tunate with God in Prayer; more Diligent in Hearing 


and Reading the Word; more ſhy of Temptations, and | 
the 4p — of Evil, and Recommend your Profeſſion = 
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| "WP Beware of Conforming to the World : and ſtrive to live 
Or to above its Proſperities and Adverſities; judge with the 
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4 


J alſo overcame, and am 
Throne. 


meat Apoſtle that the Afflictions of thy preſeut Tame, are 
t comparable to the Glory that ſhall be reveaPd, Beep a 


Ponſcience always void of Offence, that ye may not uffer 
as evil-doers3 yet if any Man ſuffer de @ Chriſtian, let him , pet, 5, 
mot be aſbam'd, but let him glorify God on this Behalf. 

Reflect frequently on the Doom of Backſliders, and 4- 


15 . men 


»s/7ares from the Profefſion cf the Faith; if any Man draw 
ack, my Soul ſhall have no Pleaſure in bim, but the juſt 
all live by Faith, Dwell under the Views of that Re- 


Heb. 10. 
38. 


compence which is prepared for thoſe that (uffer for the 
Word of God, and the Teſtimony of Jeſus : To him that o- Rev. 3. 


wercometh will I grant to fit with me on my Throne, even 4, 
ſet down with my Father in by 


You are in a ſpecial Manner to encourage a regular, 


faithful and powerful Miniſtry, Eſteem them big hy for 
 - »heir IWork's Sake, that are ſet over you in the Lord, 
not grieve them by your Coldneſs or Contempt, or weaker 
© them by Captiouſneſs, Humour or Contention. 
- conſtantly on their Miniſtiy, value their Converſe and So- 


0 


Attend 


- ciety, help them by your Prayers and Counſel, contribute 1 Cor. 9. 4 


cheerfully to their Support and Maintenance ; adhere un. - to 14. 


10 them in their Sufferings, and endeavour to protect them 


1 * 
: 
. 
” 
* y 
£ 
1 
* 


againſt Injuries. 


It highly becomes you to promote Brotherly Love. Stu- 
dy the things that make for Peace, and let all private, nar- 
row and ſelfiſh Conſiderations yezld to the Publick Good. 
Let i: appear that you are principled by that Wiſdom 
which is from above, which is pure and peaceable, &c. And 


* Jam. 3» 
the God of Love and Peace be with you. | 
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